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2.2: Onſidering your Lordſhips © - « 4 
JN zcale totherruth, ducreſpet,” TY 
Nl/A[@)of the Gofpell, and vafained "7 
dey Flouc to the profeſſors; Ilpre- 
DS @ ſumed to publiſh this ſmall 47 
AST © XN worke ynder your Lordſhips SE 
protection: i Agar it was begotteninthat WE 
country ; partly bicauſe the country bearcth-bur - 8 
little fruir of the ſcripture : but principally and Fn 
eſpecially, to gratifie your Lordſhip for many \ "= 
fauours, The ſubje& is caſie, yet notlearned; —_ 
oftenred, ſeldom marked ; obſerucd of many, . "| _ 
yet vnderſtood of few, But ſeeing the leuell of | 
all controuerſie is to hitthe truth, whoſe cham- 7 
pions yeallare; and by you allarguments muſt © 3 
die orliue: I appeale vnto your L.formy iuſtde- es. 
 fence,or yourLord{hips better aduiſe. The ſpirit | 30. 
 ofgrace illuminate your L.vnderftanding. Lon- [> 
don, March, Anno 1597.. _ 


Ener your Lordſhips to command, 
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AA Fe Entle Reader, I haue for 
> V/ES8S\Vt yeandcomfort, fra- 
[LEST 43570, med ( asneere as I could) 
WS. 'J the deriuation of the Chri- 
(7465, ER: : w : 2 ſti an fai th , and that thou 
"_ maiſt the better ynderſland my meaning 
heerin : knowe, that as the Creede was a - 
thing moſt breef, and learnedly compoſed 
in th, prime time of the Churth from ma- 
ny places of ſcripture : ſo my purpoſe was 
to make a true diſſipation of the articles, 
-- diſpoſmg them to the places from whence 
wn they were firſt taken: to the end that from 
Ay  benteforth thy faith ſhould not he groun- 
|#- ' ded vpon bare words, but upon knowledge 
= of theſe ſcriptures ſo materiall for ſalua- 
BY 28 tion. My paines u free,freely wſe it,God 
1. giue grace in all points. Farewell. 
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5 _ je 5 needfullto 
Y \ Bereeve; x Saas. a 
Fey 0: vicofit: and laſtly rowharend * © | 72 
ES /=&?Y itis vſed of the belecuers. The: - EO. 
RY *SYS- CAword ſcemeth of a compound | RY 
and proper ſignification, deeper than meere '- 3] 
Englit can vnderſtand: for it meaneth therein 
orthereby throughly to liue, wherein we do be- 
lecue: yeelding vpthe poſſeſſionof all ſpirituall 
ſenſes; diſpoſed from all carthly affection of the 
mnckbines by the true mortification in ſpirit: for 
this ſyllable (be) inappoſition, is noleſſe poſle(- 
ſme or effetiue with vsatthis day, than withthe 
Hebrewes of ancient time ( ) or BE : whichal- 
waies importeth in, by orthrough: bur tar more 
inwardly of vsto be vnderſtood, bicauſlc it gi-, 
ucth a moſt ſecret meaning ro the word itma- 
keth : asforexample, thinke and berhinke, ad- 
ding a yery deepe cogitation to thinking : get 
and beget; where it hath ſome ſpeciall conceitin 
Al mca- 
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meaning, ſeem and beſeem; hereitmakes that, 
which was in outward ſhew, only like it ſelf, ſim- 
ple; becoma very beautifull creaturetothe be- 
holders. (Beſides,this ſyllable(be) that holdeth 
ſo ſmallroom ina Common-wealth,cauſeth any 
adiun&toremaine ſubſtantially in his ſubicR, as 
I BELEEVE)to wit,l am wholy liuing in God the 
father, &c . ſo, as quickſiluer confoundeth all 
other metrals, and transformeththeir bodies by 
his livelyhood: ſo doth this ſyllable bring a word 
of common and openſenſe, toa moſt cloſe and 
neceſlarie ſignification in ſpirit : ſo that ro be- 
lecue argueth a truſtic confidence in the efſen- 
tiall ſubie& of ſpirit ; and for therime of ſtedfaft 
belecuing, the ſpirithathno manner ofſymparthic 
with the fleſh, butthe fleſh remainethdead, and 
morrtified to all naturall inclination, inpleaſure 
orſuffering : whetherit be health or ſicknes, ri- 
ches or pouertie, loue or hatred, cheerfulnes or 
ericte of hart, or any other pleaſure or calamitie 
incident whatſocuer: the communion of the ſpi- 
rit being hereby redeemed out of the priſonof 
fleth,and cuaporedinto life eternall. For the ſpi- 
ritis nomore ruled by the fleſh, butthe fleſh by 

the 


GL TIIET SE. Y 7 : 
F-. —FEh I \ RE - 8.- Sr* 
£\us — $4 
* wp + * 


Saint Peters Rocke. 3 
the ſpirit. Whatthen is ſubie@rothis {pirituall 
7 belect, mettals, wood or ſtone, as thealtarBa- Ezk:o29. 
2 mah,orſuchlike 2 No, youſhall notfinith, that 
Z youhaueinyourmind todo, if youſerue wood 
= orſtoneastheheathen.Isitmettall >notthepre- 
ciouſeſt of all merrals, gold : for mightic Empe- 
rors haue beendeceiued bytheir golden[dols, 
and haue periſhed : as Nebuchadnezar by his van... 
Image of fixtie cubits high, and fix broad. -The 
Idols ſtand vp as a palmetree, butſpeake not; terem.io.s. 
they are born,for they cannotgoe; they candoe 
neither cuill tor good : fear them not. Silver terew.1o0.9. 
plates are broughrfrom Tarſhith, and gold from 
Vphaz,the work otmens hands. There thall com 
out of Bels mouth that, which he hath ſwallowed ler.5:.44. 
vp,and the nations ſhal no more flow ynto it, Bur 
the.wall of Babell ſhall fall, and become an aſto- 
niſhment among nations. Canmen make gods 
thatare nogods ? Can their owne hands make 
them a redeemer, / or their handy worke faue 
them ? No: forthe belzefof allmen being liuely 
and ſpiritual,cannotliueforcuer,or be faithfully 
repoſedin ſuch vnprofirable ſubieQs; ſeeing, in 
them there is no blaſt oblife : for, they neither 
B 2 breath, 


Pſal.33.17. 
Exod.14-28, 


2-SAm.24.1, 
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Saint Peters Rocke, 
breath,norſmell, nor hear, nor walk, nor ſpeak, 


wherinthencanthey liue 2 How ſhould they de- 


fend a man, that truſterh in them ? bur both the 
caruerandthe work periſherh togither, What 
thenis ſubie&ro this ſpirituall beleet? Ahorſe; 
bicauſe herunneth kiercely inthe banel;ormany 
thouſand chariors; bicauſe they ſeeminuincible: 


or man, bicauſche can deuiſe and detrermin long 


before; nay,or princes; thatſo many millions of 
knees bowvnto > theſe all haueplace of life, for 
they,both breath, (mell,hear,and ſpeak,and ceke 
cangoand not be borne: yerſceing their bodies 
be altogither traile and difl6{uble,waſtingtono- 
thing, there is no place for cuerlaſting life found 
in them, whereupon the ſpirit of beleet ſhould 


work; muchleſle any meanes,wherby the groſle - 


nature of man might be juſtified. The horſe is 
void of ynderſtanding.All Pharaos chariots and 
confidence periſhed at once. Dauid wasplagued 
for numbring of his hoſt of cight hundred thou- 
ſand fighting men, whoſe power and truſt was 
ſoonabated by affliction. This teacheth vs then 
the vanity of gold, the ſenfleſnes of wood and 
ſtone,the weak defence ofhorſe and chariot;nay 


more, 


Saint Peters Rocke. 5 "hi 
more, the vtmoſt ſafety ofanhoſt, andthe confi- Prlurs.s, P- hg 
dence in princes: forhere, Dauid being a king, 1.4 
could not ſauce his hoſt fromthe peſtilence, nor 
hisincomparable number worketheir Lords ſc- 
curitic ; whertore man (we ſece)is not the thing to 
be belcoucdin.: albeit, he hath both ſenſe and 
power,ina firme vnderſtanding. Forinnothing, 
but inmanisthis worke of faith required, ſothar 
whatſocueris aboue man knowethalthings, and 
whar ſois below himhoperh for nothing. One 
man may truſtin another, or one may aduaunce 
himſelte aboue his feJllowes ; butthe one and the 
other do bothfall,;as whenthe children of Iſracll ceo.r4.1:, 
murmured againſt Moſes, being a man, ſuppo- 
ſing the puniſhment to be his, thatwas inflicted 
onthem, {hewing thatin their proſperitie, they 
beleeued in himonly : wherefore they periſhed 
infinitely through their misbelect : for as they 

were obedientto man; ſodied rhey intheir own 
corruption, Otherwiſe if man could be ſaued by 
belceuinginman, or in mans works, there isnot 
one that would be dilinherited of eternal life, 
and the promiſe of ſaluation would ſeem meerly 
frivolous, Molcs and Aaronlitted vp themſclues Numb. :o.0. 


at 
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Gen.11-4 
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atthe rock, whoſe honor was abaſed by extreme 
Nimrod began to be mighty vpon 
DN andaeted « Clap dans 
: to wit, the cities Babel, Erech,Accad,and 
, all built inthe land of Shinar. Who ſaid, 
comletvs build vs acitic and a tower, whoſe top 
may reach vnto heauen, that we may get vs a 
name;leſt we be ſcattered vponthecarth, He had 
ſpoken morepropherically if he had ſaid,thatwe 
may be ſcattered vponthe carth : ſeeingit becam 
ſuddenly the cauſe of their horrible confuſion; 
ſo that they were made asaliens intheir country 
and citie, onenor vnderſtanding anothers lan- 


tall tubect of fpirit ; and for the time of ſtedfaſt 
belcemng,rhe fpirnt hath no manner of | 
th the flcth, burthe fleth remainethdead, and 

mornhed to all naturall inclination, in pleat; 
or ; whether be health or ſicknes, ri- 
ches or pouertie, loue or hatred, kc 
griete of hart, or any orher pleaſure or calamirie 
incident wharſocuer : von pang > 9.9 
rit being hereby redeemed out of the pri 

fleth,and cuapored into lite erernall, Saran 

nitis no more ruled by the fleſh, burthe fleſh 
the 
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uing we are diſcerned from Infidels and barba- 
rous people, that are as bruit beaſts, withour any 
hope or knowledge, our religious conſt is 
maniteſted,our bond of amity and league 
mane focictic ſealed. Iris rhe fire, hammer and 
rouch, to purifie, mally andrry vs; itis the winde 
that diuideth the wheat from the chaff:itis a moſt 
comfortable meditation in all fcafons ; a falue 
againſt all offences and ſcandals wharfoener, A 
* manmay in his mindbelecue, andnor vtter it: | 
2 <-butthen cannot his faith appeere vntg his bre- 
thren.So thathe ſhall becom a ſtumbling blocke 
vnto them : andthus much forthe very proteſta- 


V phiz,the work of mens hands, There thall com 
out of Bels mouth that, which he hath (ſwallowed +: +4 
vp,and the nations thal no more flow vnto it. Bur 
the wall of Babell ſhall fall, and become an aſto- 
1uihment among nations. Can men make gods 
that are no gods # Can their owne hands make 
| them a redeemer, or their handy worke (aue 
| them ? No: forthe bel2ef of allmen being lively 
| and(piritual,cannor liuefor cuer,or be taithfully 
repoſed in ſuch vnprofirable ſubies; ſeeing, in 
them there is no blaſt ob lite : for, they neither 
B 2 breath, 
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breath,nor ſmell, nor hear, nor walk, nor ſpeak, 


wherinthencanthey liue 2 How ſhould they de- 


fend a man, that truſterh in them 2 bur both the 
caruer andthe work periſherh togither. What 
thenis ſubic&to this ſpirituall beleet? Ahorſe; 
bicauſe he runneth fiercely inthe battelormany 


thouſand chariots; bicauſe they ſeeminuincible: 
. or man, bicauſche candeuiſe anddeterminlong 


before; nay,or princes; thatſomany millions of 
knees bowynto > theſe all haueplace of lite, for 
they,both breath,{mell,hear,and ſpeak,and coke 
cangoand not be borne: yetſccingtheir bodies 
be altogirher fraile and diflo{uble,waſtingtono- 
thing, there is no place for cuerlaſtin li found 
in them, whereupon the ſpirit of belect ſhould 
work; mech lefle any meanes,wherbythe groſle 
nature of man might be juſtified, Thehorſeis 
. voidof ynderſtanding.All Pharaos chariots and 
. confidence periſhed at once. Dauid was plagued 
for numbring of his hoſt of cight hundred thou- 
ſand fighting men, whoſe power and truſt was 
ſoonabatedby affliction. This reacheth vs then 
the vanity of gold, the ſenleſhnes of wood and 
__— weak FOI othorſe and chariot;nay 


more, 
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more, the vtmoſt ſafety ofanhoſt,and the conft- Phluis.g, 
dence in princes: forhere, Dauid being a king, » ""P 
could not fauc his hoſt fromthe peſtilence, nor 
his incomparable number worke their Lords ſe- 

curitie; wherfore man (we ſce)is not the thing to 

be belecucdin : albeit, he hath both ſenſe and 
power,ina hirme vnderſtanding. Forinnothing, 

but in manis this worke of faith required, ſothar 
whatſocuer is aboue man knowethalthings, and 

whar fois below himhopeth for nothing. One 

man may truſtin another, or one may aduaunce 

himſelfe aboue his tellowes ; butthe one and the 

other do bothfall,as whenthe children of Iſracll ceo.14.1:. 
murmured againſt Moſes, being aman, ſuppo- 

ſingthe puniſhment to be his, tharwas inflicted 

onthery, (hewing thatin their proſperitie, they 

beleeued in himonly : wherefore they periſhed 

infinitely through their misbelect : for as they 

were obedientto man; ſodied they intheir own 
cortuption, Otherwiſe if man could be faucd by 
belceuing in man, orin mans works, there isnot 

one that would-be dilinherited of eternall life, 

and the promiſe of ſaluation would ſcemmeerly 
frivolous, Moſes and Aaronlitred vp themſclues Numb. 20.0. 
at 


Gen.10.$, 
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Gen.11.4. 


atthe rock, whoſe honor was abaſed by extreme 
puniſhment. Nimrod began to be mighty vpon 
the carth, and erected a kingdom by his owne 
might : to wit, the cities Babel,Erech,Accad,and 
Calne, all builtinthe land of Shinar. Who aid, 
comletvs build vs acitic and a tower, whoſe top 
may reach vnto heauen, that we may get vs a 
name;leſt we be ſcattered vponthe earth. He had 
ſpoken moreprophetically if he had faid;thatwe 
may be ſcattered vponthe earth : ſeeingit becam 
ſuddenly the cauſe of their horrible confuſion; 
ſo that they were made asaliens intheircountry 
and citie, onenor vnderſtanding anothers lan- 
guage ; cuen fo are the arrogant depriued of 
their glory, whentheir moſt prouident ſecuritie 
turnethto deſtru&tion, By this is ſhewed,whartit 
15to belecue, whatmanner of creatureis bound 
to belecuc,and who are misbeleeuers. Now fol- 
loweththe neceſlary vie of it, and towhat end 
we ſoconſtantly vie the ſame. Vnderſtandther- 
fore thatit is the ioint of all the articles of our 
faith : nay, withoutitcan be madeno effeRuall 
article arall;butall the whole ſpeech becommerh 
aconfuſcd heap of faithlefle fyllables. By belee- 
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uing we are diſcerned from Infidels and barba- 
rous people, thatare as bruit beaſts, withoutany 
hope or knowledge, ourreligious conſtancy is 
maniteſted,our bond of amity and league of hu- 
manc ſocietic ſealed. Itis rhe fire, hammer and 
touch, to purife, mally andtry vs; itis the winde 
thatdiuideth the wheat from the chaft:itis a moſt 
comfortable meditation in all ſeaſons ; a falue 
againſt all offences and ſcandals wharfoeuer. A 
man may in his mind belecue, and not vrtter it: 
but then cannot his faith appeere vnto his bre- 
thren.Sothathe ſhall becom a ſtumbling blocke 
vnto them : andthus much forthe very proteſta- 
tionof the word. Nowconcerning the end of 
belecuing, it is to be faued : and touching the 
cauſe, why we muſt nor beleeuein the vanity of 
the aboue recited powers, itis; thatthere isno 
ſafetie or ſaluation in them : for man hath no 
power of his owne faluation, neither isany man 
roputtruſt in the ſtrengthot his ownearme, to 
deliuer him from death. Webelecue therfore 
that the ſubie& of this our ſpirituall faith {hal liuc 
forcucr:andrthatthe ſpiritthatnow1is impriſoned 


inthis our fleſh, ſhall mortificour corruptmem- 
bers 


= 
: 
? 
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bers by an vnwauering faith, which beforeit va- 
+ niſheth to fly vntothar crernall dwelling place, 


may ſo ſanRtific our fowl and {infull nature; that 
we bee made fir veſſels ro comprehend cternall 
life. - For ſecingthere is no manner of faluation 
with fleſh, wood or ſtone, or any otherthing thar 
ourearthly ſenſes canpercciue, we muſtinuenta 
thing ſubic&to our vnderſtanding : which being 
acollege or digeſtion of all ſenſes, and meer ſpi- 
rit and lite, the fubie& muſt be wholy fpirituall 
andliucly.Wherthenis this ſubie&ro befound? 
for we ſee itis neither in the treaſure of the earth, 
nor inthe glory of the world. Lervstherfore lift 
vp ourcies vnto heauen, and behold the habita- 
tion of life : the cuerlaſting author of fpiritin all 
creatures, The Greekes termed it we-r&, which 
molt like commeth of #w« and #, an high and 
proſperous wind among the heathen : butinthe 
creationitwas called =» where the light ſpirit 8 
vapor of waters remaine,thatſeaſonethall liuing 
creatures 1n the aire. 1hisis the moſtexcellenr 
dwelling place of that ghoſtly 4», or eue rlaſting 
A vv M, AETAS ALTERNA, Or AETERNITAS, 
SOLVM EXISTENS, God, All-yood,SvMM vM 


BONVM, 
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BONVM, PRIMYM MOBILE,the firſtthing that 


| mMooucd,& the author of al things, whoſe higheſt 


» lc ar IS heaucen,”” KG0ZAS avore]ov T7 398 crxlneros vparCr a 10445, Ariftor de 


whichisro wit, Gods higheſt houſe ofthe whole 
world is called heaucn. 7475s ms 5piowe, the fir- Kal.z. 


> mament of fairh, Therfore this 1s that cternall 


ſpiritthat we are to belecuen: forit is the very 
ifue of all things,the breth of his mouth created 


> all, maintainethall, yea and deſtroicth all athis 


> will;himare weto worſhip as Lord of all, whoin - 


-> the firſt roong that men ſpake, gaue himſclte a 
* name, declaring his erernity : to wit, thathe was 


alwaies one and the ſa mein ies begin- Ihi41.4, 


' ningorend [Ee Ho va, whoeuer was,only is,and 


- cucr {hall be ; whom no time changeth : for a 
: thouſand yeeres withthe Lord is butas one day : 


he himſclt is the rootot time, &rhe pointtherof: 
: hisbegianing is vnſcarchable; his preſence vn- 


7 | mcalurabiy, end his continuance everlaſting : In 


+ 


* himthen we muſt belecue that will be faued, Or 


4 | dclighs to liue for euer and euer;not liply only; in 
2 words, but with our whole hart and foule, duly 


« 2Þ 
\ 
am 
5 
, 
& : 
43 


F 7 ; conceluing that his infinite maicſtie and power 


| that giuerh our vnderſtanding matter ro worke 
B 1 vpon: 


1.Sam.2. 


Plal.113.7. 
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ypon: before him ſtanderhthe end ofall fleſh,the | 


relaxation of ſpirit, the volubility of all ſoules is 
in hispower. There is none holy asthe Lord, nor 
any God beſides him,or like him; therfore ſpeak 
nomorepreſumptuout]y; letnotarrogancy com 
forthof ou mourh : torthe Lord is a God of 


knowledge, and by him ent2rpriſes are eſtabli{h- 
ed. Thebowe andthe mighty menare broken, 
and the weake haue girded themſelues with 


ſtrength; they that are full are hired toorth for [ 


bread,and the hungry are no more hired; ſo that 
the barren harh borne ſeuen, and ſhe thathath 
many children isteeble. The Lord killeth, and 


maketh alive; bringeth downerothe graue, and _ 


raiſeth vp ; the Lord makethpoor, and maketh 
rich; bringethdown,andexaltcth : he raiſeth vp 


the poor out ofthe duſt,and lifreth vpthe begger p 


ourot rhe dunghill, ro ſerthem among princes, 


and ro make rhem inherit the ſeat of glory, For | 


the pillars of the carth arethe Lords, andhe hath 


F 
't 
{ 
+ C 
{ 


” | 
x 
F 7 ey 


ſerthe world vponthem: he will keep the feerof | 
his faints, and the wicked ſhall keepe filencein | 
darknes. For in his owne mightihall noman be + 


ſtrong; the Lords aduerfaries ſhall be deftroied, 
| and * 


Saint Peters Rocke. I - 
; andout of heauen ſhall hethunder vpon them: 
the Lord ſhall iudge the ends of theworld, and 
{hall giue power vato his king, and exaltthe horn 
- of his annointed. T]herfore whoſo beleeueth 
Redfaitly in him, heis already tranflared into life 
eternall. Through this beleet was Enoch and 
Elias taken'vp quickinto heauen, to remain hap- 
py with him for euermore. Foritis ſaid, Henoch Gen.5 4. 
pleaſed God; forhe walked with him, and was 
no more ſeen ; tor God tooke him away : fo was 
Eliah while hee walked with Elitha taken by a : King..11. 
whirlwind into heauen, whoſe ſpirit was ſo fetled 
; onrhis heauenly Godhead, thathe knew before 
that he ſhould be taken vp, when as he ſaid to 
: Eliſha; Wharthal Ido tor thee before | be taken , «jog... 
 fromrhee > Neither muſt we think thatthere is 
any other mediation to be made forys by an- 
-- gels, ſaints, orclementall creatures of wharſorr 
: ſocuer, than our owne ſpirituall confefhion and 
: liucly proteſtarion : for after weduly conceiue 
= whataGodheis, by himour temporalllite (thar 
} © belecue) ſhallbetranſlatedimto cuerlaſting lite. 
© This isthe fountaine of nature,and nature felt; 
| the author of antiquity,andthe ancient of daies ; 2an.7.::, 
; | & 1b whoſ 


CSS < et SIR 
vr SO 7, 


Gen.2.15. 


Gcna.1.27. 


Gen.3.6, 
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whoſe word is truth; whoſe beingis inuariable, 
and whoſeplace is perte&tion. He made man the 
moſt excellent creature on the earth, whom he 


creared in honor,and placed inpleafure. Accor- 
dingto his owne image madehe him, that hee 


_ 
. 

a 
* 


might be glorified inhim, and gaue him domi- | 


nion ouer all his creatures incarth. This then is 
to be belecued of vs, thatas we remained in him 
and his power before all worlds were made, and 
betore our firſt tather Adam was created : fo 
when he {hall take this hfe from vs thathe hath 
giuen vs,and bereaue vs of this earthly ſteward- 
ſhip,that we {hall return againtorhateuerlaſting 


place, wherin we were firſt ele&ted andprepared, 


betore the world was made, orany foundation 


laid therof, Adamtell by misbeleef ro death by 


neglecting the firſt caucat that God gaue him, 


who ſoon, by the inticement of the woman, ſin- 
ned extremely, by cating of the only forbidden 
tree of the garden: both being circumuented by 
the ſubrilitic of faran,the prince of darknes. Nei- 
therare we our {clues free fromrharcorruption, 
which he wrought vnto vs his poſterity:yerGod, 
to keepe his owne image fromdeſperarion; haſt- 

ned 
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Saint Peters Rorke. [2 
nedto promiſe him life again, if he would harken ce; as. 
vntoit: which,no doubt, Adamlaid hold on, be- 
ing chrtenih® forto gs the pleaſure, that he 
had in this world, only hoping for lite in the 
world ro com. For; he named his wife Euahylife, Gen.2.23. 
foreſecing thatſhe ſhould be themorher of life, 
and,thar her ſeed ſhould bruſe the ſerpents head; 
which he counted a ſufficient reuenge vpon his 
deadly enimy. In what day, the Lord with his 16.:7.x. 
mighty ſword ſhould viti the piercing ſerpent : 
yea,that crooked ſerpent, and (leathe dragon in 


the {ca : andhemoſt afſuredly belecued, tharir 
{hould happen, though in his daies he mightnort 


ſec it, Euen fo trauelled Moſes forthe reſt he ».,..;.s, 


ſawnort, forthe good of his poſterity, the Ifrac- 
lits : and likewiſe Dauid warred for the peace of :.5am.. 
Salomon. Thertore let men be wiſc, and take : King... 
heed of ſurfetting in tvo much pleaſure of this 
world, leaſt they be wholy dilinherited of the 
worldtocom. Weſechow glad Adam was to 
unbrace this little branch of lite, wheras before, 
he made no reckoning of the whole body which 
he enioyed. His beginning was happines, bur by 

his diſobediencc,hath lefra curſed inheritance ro 
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all nations of the carth. Wherefore it is not 


- ynough for vs ro continue inthe ſtate, wherin we 


were firſt borne, albcir, ithad been bleſſednes in 
him ſo to hauc done : for, then we abide ſtill, as 
children of wrath. Bur, ſecing ſo many, ſolirtle 
alter from their nature, ler vs all bee circum- 
ſpec, and looke about vs, howtoeſcape this pri- 
fon of ignorance, the bait of ſaran, asthepartof 
2 wile man is, to ſee, both before and behinde, 
oj 8 ira, NOLCOO MUCH beſotred with the fecu- 
riry of the preſenttime. Lervs, therfore, looke 
back and conſider by our fall, from whence our 
redemprionis tocom:then,with aliuely faith in- 
deed, lay hold of it, asdid Adam andthe reſt of 
the holy fathers, which, before the law or any 
ordinances were made, recciued the comfort of 
the holy Ghoſt : hauing an entire hope of the 
continuall grace of the fame God. For, from 
thencefoorth Adams conſcience dwelt in the 
Lord : ſorhat, he belecued in Godthe father al- 
mighty,maker of heauen and earth. And this was 
atrucfaithinhim, bicauſe he had no otherfather 
but God, who was almighty : for he made him of 
nothing, he madealfo heauen andearth:earthto 


bring 
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bring foorth creatures, and heauen to nouriſh 

them vato mans vie. I hertore we rightly ſay 
(Ourſather) or, I belecue in God, the tather al- 
mighty, makerof heauen andearth, For,euery 

mans taithis knowne vnto himſelte, and,another 

mans faith is to him yncertaine. "This beleefe 
brought lite vnto him that was dead ; likewiſe 

Noah his belectc was the ſame inthe arke; ſuch 

was Abrahams, when he would haue offered his 

only ſonne Ifaac: in whoſe ſeed, the bleſſing of 

all nations was hoped for, accordingtothe pro- Gen.r: 3. 
miſe; and the like inmany other, which, for bre- 

uity I recite not:as Moſes by his wondrous mira- E09.4.30. 
cles inthe land of Egypt :in ſomuchas he excel- 

led alrhe wit,& magick of that]and;Eliiha made >king.6. 
irontoſwiminthe water, with many other, which 
becamerrue prophets of thingsro:come: ſoim- 

mortall was their beleet in thoſe daies, that their 

daily bread was the heauenly cogitarion of this Mars.:rr. 
eternall ſubie&, rhe infinity of power, happines, 
ſtrength and honor; the recorder of his owne 
hand-work; the regiſter of allthatisdone ; the 
cauſe of allrhingstharfhall happen. Ve hauezin 
reſpect of him, no maner of being, nopreſence, 
no 


Pſal.39.5. 


Gen.6.7. 


16 Saint Peters Rocke. 

nolife, no perfe&ion; our being is inconſtant; 
for manis vnſtable in all his waies. Qurpreſence 
is of noabiding : forhe hathmade ourdaies but 
asa ſpanlong. To conclude,our ations and co- 
gitations are ſo peruerſe and wicked, that it 


| might repent the Lord of our redemprion, as it 


repented himthathe made man. Anda very ſmal 
number ſhould cnter the ark,and be ſaued. Thar 
poorelife which we haue, is no more to bereſpe- 
&edrhan dearh it (elf, ſccing it withereth as the 
lillyin all his glory. Our greateſt perfection is 
bur extreme imperfe&ion, whenasthe works of 
Godin beginning, middle and end,are abſolute- 
ly perte& for euer. His beginningendeth, his 
meantime both beginneth and endeth : his be- 
ginning is a momentary end, and there js no 
other mean time with him. Isitthenynoughto 
ſay, I BELEEVE IN GOD THE FATHER AL- 
MIGHTY MAKER OF HEAVEN AND"EARTH? 
Inno wiſc:foralthough we are bound to belecue 
ſomuch,yerisitnorallthatis requiredof ys; for 
the very lews belecued thus much: whoſe belect 
wasto be ſaued. They ſawthe faluation of the 
Lord a faroff through remorſe in conſcience : 
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Saint Peters Rocke. 17 
conſidering their fall, and the wickednes ofmans 
thoughts all day long. Adam their father had loft 
; his ſtate of knowledge, they thertore remained 
in ignorance (infull; and their whole hope was 
to be grounded vpon the comfortable promiſes 
of that God, and otherwiſe ithad been hard for 
themto haue conceiued in theirminds ſogreat 
| aneternity, and {uch an immorrall happines, But 
God bercauing man his image of that honor 
which he once affoorded him, whichis to ſay,the 
inheritance of a paradiſe, would not vrterly de- 
ſtroy him, but rather make him by aliuely faith 
| toawaitfora bleſſed eſtate to abide foreuer,yea 
: for cuer and euer. As Adam being firſt inthe 
adoprion of blefſednes and life,and conſequent- 
ly we all by him : became accurſed and died, 
made vsaccurſed and tody daily : andas he by 
the almighty Gods meanes hoped to regain his 
faluarion ; ſo we particularly ought to ſcan the 
meanes of his ſaluation, to keepe our fraile fleſh 
from deſperation ; to comfort our guiltines of 
death, and to keep vs from cuerlaſting damna- | 
tion. His meanes was the comfort of a victory, 


wherin he reioiced as agiantto run his courſe; Pfal.r9.5, 


C 1 and 


Gen.9.26, 


Gen.17.6, 


2.5am.7.14- 


Ier.33.14- 
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and he did moſt conſtantly belecue, rhat as God 
promiſed, fo he ſhould vanquiſh his moſt {ubtile 
and deadly enimy . Whatcould more winthe 
hartofman,thiſucha mma; ſuch pro- 
miſes from ageto age were reuealed to hispo- 
ſterity: Asro Noah; Blefled berthe God of Sem, 
To Abraham; I will multiply thee as the ſtars of 
heauen, when as yethe had no child,and his wife 
was old, To Dauid by the prophet Nathan; [ will 
be his father, he {hall be my ſonne : if heſin,l will 


chaſtenhim with therod of men, butmy mercy 


ſhallnorpart away from him, as I rooke it from 


Saul, whom I haue put away beforethee; and 


thine houſe ſhal be eſtabliſhed, and thy kingdom | 


for ever before thee; thy throne ſhall be cſta- 


bliſhed for euer . In thar day I will cauſe the | 


branchof righteouſnes to grow vp vnto Dauid, 
and he ſhall execute rightiudgementinthe land : 
then ſhall Tuda be ſaucd, and Teruſalem dwell 
ſatcly: and he tharthall call her, isthe Lord our 


righteouſnes.For thus ſaith the Lord; Dauid ſhal bf 


neuer want a manto fit ypon the throne of rhe 


houſe of I{raell. This is the goodthen whichthe 8 


Lord willperforme vntothe houſe of Ifraell, and 


vnaro = 
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vntothe houſe of Iuda. Theſe were all moſtds- 
lighttull promiſes ſtill tro ſtay the hart of manin 
; bis owne ſaluation : yertreceiued Ifay a greater 1.7.14 
light, when he vnderſtood the name of this con- 
- queror ; bur Daniell the greateſt comfort, to Dan.9.14. 
whom the preciſe time of victory and bleſſing to 
all the world was foretold, which was inthe com- 
ming of Meſſtas, which we call Car 1sT thean- 
© nointed, Teſus that was promiſed the fauiour of 
: the world. Theſe men were reuiued by meer pro- 
miſes; but we being adopted heires of theirhope 
doexceed their faith in belceuing inthis Ieſus: 
for we conclude with Peter, thathe is the ſonne GE 
of the liuing God, Wherfore weſay; An 1N 
IEsvs Cnk1sT,tobe vnderſtoodeucry mans 
leſus or Sauiour that belecueth : whom lIeſus or 
> Tehoſhua the ſonne of Nun, faujourandcaprain 
= of the Iſraelites, prefigured long before ;thatas 
' he led Moſes people into the promiſed land, and 
* ſuſtained theminalltheir iourneyes : ſoſhall this 
— Ieſus defend and keep vs, thatcall andtruſt vpon 
=> him, from all ſubtile and malitious inuentions of 
= ſatan, andthe world whatſoeuer, and moſt cou- 
2 ragioully carric vs through this vale of miſery, 
''Þ T2 to 
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rapromiſed land of reſt, a paradiſe, wherinhe 


| bimſelfe is Lord; and they that will not endure 


patiently the calamities, vexations, and vari 
of this tourney toreſt, ſhall ſurely haue theirre- 


- ward with the murmurers of [fraell, andthe ten 


Numb.13. 29. 


Tofhu.14.11. 


John.3.4. 


wearied and vncomfortable ſpies of the land of 
Canaan, which might not ſee the land againe, 
thatthey had once without cauſe blamed, to hin- 
der Gods decree, And(no doubt) withtheir falſe 
reports greeued many thouſand ſoules; and had 
notthe Lord putintothe harts of Toſua and Ca- 
leb his valiant ſeruants to ſpeak the truth, many 
ſurely might haue periſhed in infidelity: bur the 
Lord found Caleb as a hartharty, andcouragi- 
ous, notfearing death; who was therfore rewar- 
ded with a ſecond youth, both in ſtrength and 
wiſdome; his youth came againe vnto him, and 
his age returned forty yecres, anſwering wellthe 
queſtion of regeneration, or ſecond birth, made 
by Nicodemus to our true Toſua, or ſauiourin 
the Goſpel, ro ſtill and pacifythe grudging mu- 
tiny ofthe people, which the talſe ſpies had raiſed 
throughthe hoſt. [oſua was ro them a ſhepheard, 


ſignitying our ſhepheard Teſus tharguideth vsto 


heaucn, 
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heauen. The blind Iewes maketh faluationinthis 
word vn faue vs 5 where they haue both inword 
and ſenſe Ieſus ; yet will it not agree with'their 
conſciences to fay Icſus faue vs: butthe cauſe of 
their wiltull errorin this point is, thatthey may 
couer many {innes with one excuſe. 'Forto ſay 
he came nor, vtterly denieth his condemnation 
to be by them; irdenieth that he was crucified by 
them ; it denierh thar they ſo wickedly pierced 
him; itdenieththat they gauehim galland vine- 
crtodrink; irexcuſerh their buffering,mocking 
and ſcourging of him; their ſpitting athim; their 
crowning of him with thornes, and generally 
wharſocuer elſe they did defpitefully vnto him. 
But when theſe things were alleaged to them, 
and the certainty ofhis comming to be iuſt inthe 
fulnesof time,prooued: they began (wheras be- 
fore they skilfully contended) with baſhfulnesto 
pleadtheir own ignorance inthe prophets, ſtan- 
ding amazedis i »c&,as ſtags ata gaze,they ſay, Hom.ll 
thy be the ſons of Abraham, Chriſts owne kin- 
dred which Iohn Bapriſtanſwereth; Say not with 
your ſelues,that we haue Abrahamto our father; Manh3.. 


for God cucnof theſe ſtones can raiſe children « 
vnta 


#- 
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Mace... Ynto Abraham. Andagaine ; Many ſhall come 
fromeaſt and weſt, and reſt with Abraham, aac 
and Tacob in heauen, bur the children of the 

4 kingdom(theTewes)ſhall be caſt into viter dark- 
nes, where ſhall bee weeping and gnalhing of 
reeth. Whatthencantheirproud linage and al- 
liance helpe them, when for not belecuing aright 'L 
inthe Meſſias, they faldaily into condemnation? 
Now againeto returnto our own farther jnſtru- 
Rion; fromwhence'commeth our help and our 
faluarion ? euen from the Lord that hath made 


both heauen and earth : or from the father Lord 
Mare1:.25, Of heauen and earth. This Teſus came fromhea- 

RES uen, was made fleſh ofthe virgin Mary, begot- 
tren'of his father before all worlds ; he is very 
God as touching his father, and very man as 
rouching his mother: wherby he might vnder- 
take manhood,and join itrvnto his Godhead,and 


becom a firmeſſengerabour his fathers buſines, 

as heanſwered the propitiarions for them;Imuſt 3 
Luk..49.  gOaboutmy fathers buſines : roprooue thathe | 
| Ioy.z11, Wasthetrucroorof Iſhai, and the ſeed of Abra- þ 


ham.Saint Luke laieth downe the line ofhis man- | 
hood to God,reckoning all his fathersrill Adam, 1 
Saint | 
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Saint Mathew ſheweth his diuinity, and the ſuc- 
ceſſon of his right vntothe kingdom : as it was maut... 


 faid, Avirgin ſhall conceiue'a ſonne, andthou 1;s... 


ſhalt call his name Ewa xver;God withvs. This 
is that ſeed of the woman that was to bruiſe the 
ſerpents head, and to taketheprey outofthe di- 
uels iawes : which meanes of redemption by the _— 
cy of faiththe holy fathers foreſaw, Hetherfore 
isnotto be thought Teſusthe ſonne of Nun; nor lov.:.r. 
[cſus that was called [uſtus, Paules work-fellow; cor, 
nor Icſus the ſonne of Sirach: butTeſus 5 x44 xc.ctus.50, 27. 
xc54, which was called Chriſt the annointed, to yyy,..cc. 
ſhew the title of his carthly honor : the other 
name declareth his authority in heauen by his 
fathers ſpirituall and euerlaſting inheritance: bur 
of the name, Chriſt, is tener to be ſpoken. 
This name was giuen by his father, to the end 
chat men might belecue | in him being ſent, and 
not be deceiued by any other profeſſed Toſua; 
therfore was ittold, Meſſiah ſhall be Caine, exten Dengas 
the Lords Chriſtor adnbinted, Andtomakethe 
blinde Iewes more incxcuſable,the very day and 
hower of his death was fore-ſhewed by the pro- 
phet, He was called Iceſus of his infinit faluation, 

av 


a i 


1,Pct.2.10, 
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Matth.1.21. Jur(- gop owore T7 Ador avrs Sm Ty duapTIAN auTaY, for hee 
ſhall aue his people from their ſinnes, Like as if 


he ſhould make thoſe which the Lord hath called 
& «+ none of his people « his eſpeciall people: 
or turne the Lords fearfull and terrible words 
»p1#+ I willnothaue pity, into ruhhamah, Iwill 


haue pity on. Forſuchis the vertue and Cotes of 


his reconciliation with his father. This was the 
very lamb of God, that wrought Iſracls ſalua- 
tion; heſhall make crooked pathes ſtraight; a 
bruiſed recd ſhall he not breake : euen ſopati- 
ently went he asa ſheep vntothe ſlaughter, nor 
opcning his mouth; Oh how vnſpeakable ſce- 
meththis patienceto vs his followers, when, the 
leaſt occaſions (the greateſtinthis reſpe@ being 
nothing ) can withdraw our moſt heauenly 'and 
deuour cogitations of ſpirit, tothe moſtearthly 
and ſenſuall wil ofthe fleſh? Whichplainly diſco- 
uereth our vnwilling ſcruice of God; our vrged 
obedience towards him; our moſt vndunifull ex- 
pection of him; 0uridle hands in his vineyard; 
our dull cares in hearing him, and whatſocuer 
elſe we negle&, which ge nerallyi is the time plea- 
lingof vs all. Whertfore (good brethren) ſerue 
him 
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him as ye ought, willingly: obey him liberally: 
humbly attend or:him-: bd notfoundidle inthe 
vintage, norasdeafe adders ſtopping your cares 
atthe voice of the charmer, charm he neuer fo }. 
wiſely : neither harden your harts asinthe day 
of prouocation, or in the day of temptation in 
the ey wana letvsIcarneto Gerug the world 
cuenas it ſerueth vs, whichis euen thentoloath 
It, when it ſeemeth moſt amiable, thento refuſe it 
when itmoſtdefireth vs; and thento fear it moſt 
when it moſt fawneti vpoi vs. But what croſſes 
canthe frailty of mans fleſh abide? or from what 
will or earthly pleaſure can itabſtaine ? truly. not 
the lealt: although itwereto winthe eucrlaſting 
joy of heau2n, Notwithſtanding, Ieſus warneth 
vs to ſuiter reproches for his ie. adding blef- Mab.s.rr, 
ſedaesto our patience: andalfo he willeth vs to 
com: ynto him allthat are weary and heauy lo- Mawtar.s. 
den,an he will refreih vs. Likewiſe he faith vato 
vs; Take on my yoke, and Icarnofme, {orI am 
meeke and lowly inhart, andye ſhall findereſt 
for your {oules, Recording the prophets exhor- 
tations tothepeople of Loans intheſe words; 


| Take heed to the ancient waies of yourfathers ler.r6. 
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Abraham, Ifaac, and Tacob, which is the good 
way ; walk therin,and youſhaltfindreſt for your 
foules. This is the ſaluation that the propher Da- 
uid ſomuch delighted in : For, faith he, God will 
ſaue Sion, and build againe the walles of the city 
of Tuda, and they ſhall dwell there, and inherit 
it, and the ſeed of his ſervants ſhall inherit it; 
and they that loue his name ſhall dwell therin. 
Tefus was ſent, notonly a ſauiour to the Iewes 
that faithfully receiued him, bicauſe they were 
his owne kindred : bur alfo vnto themthat were 
without, yea cuen the Gentiles : As it is faid; 
Blefled be the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath 
raiſed vpa mighty ſaluation for vs inthe houſe of 


| his feruant Dauid : to be a light to lighten the 


Gentiles,and a glory tothe people of Iſrael : and 
toperformthe oth which he ſware ro our forefa- 
ther Abraham,thathe would giue vs. There may 
we well vnderſtand and mark, thathe was ſenta 
deliverance to all nations, that they whoſocuer 
ſhould call vypon him, might be delivered from 
the feare of their enimies ghoſtly or bodily, ro 
wit, the outragiousthreatmings of Satan, or any 
opprobrious comminarions of this world. This 
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was the ſaluationthat Simeon propheſicd of, and 
receiucd comfort by, when he ſaid ; Lord-now Lute +. 
letreſt thouthy ſeruantdeparrinpeace;tormine 

cies haue ſcenthy ſaluarion; and likewiſe Maries 
thankſgiuing,when ſhe ſaid; My foule doth mag- Lute :, 
nify the Lord, and my ſpirit reioicethin God my 
cuiour. Irſcemerhthe prophets had no greater 
comfort than ſtill to be forethewing of this (a- 
uiour,the redemprion of the world; as their pro- 
phecics mention. Inthatday the higheſt moun- 1; 
taine {hal be prepared and exalted aboucall hils, 
and all nations ſhall flow vnto it; and many peo- 
ple, ro wit, the Gentiles, ſhall go and ſay; Com 
letvs govptothe mountaine of the Lord, tothe 
houſe of the God of Iacob; and he will teachvs 
his waies, and we will walkin hispathes: forthe 
law ſhall go foorth of Sion, andthe word of the 
Lord from lerufalem. The Lord himſelf will giue | 
you a ligne, A virgine ſhall conceiue aſonne,&c, 1.7.14, 
butter and hony hall he car, tillhe haue know-' 
ledge to refuſe the cuill, and to chooſe the good. 

In another place; Vnrovsachildis born,and VN Ifai.9.6.7; 
tro vsaſonneisgiuen, and the gouernmentis vp- 


on his ſhoulders; and he ſhall call his name won- 
D 2 derfull, 


143. 
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Iſai.22.17. 


Ifai.40.4- 
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derfull, counſeller, the mighty God, the euer- 


laſting fathe r,the prince of peace; the increaſe of 


his COUCrnment {hall hauenoneend ; he ſhall ſir 


. pon the throne of Dauid, and vpon his king- 


dom to order it, andro eſtabliſh i it with itudge- 
mentandiuſtice from hencetoorth foreuer. 1 he 
zcale of the Lord of hoſts will performe this. 
Bur there {hall come a rod foorth of the ſtock of 
Tefle, andagrafte ſhall grow foorth of his root: 
and inthatday the root of Tefle which ſhall ſtand 
vp, for a {ign eynto the people ; the nations {hall 
ſeck vntoir, and his reſtſhall be glorious. [This 
then is the moſttrue, and comfortable reſt for 
the ſoules of all them thatrruſt inhim, And the 
work of iuſtice ſhall bepeace, cuenthe work of 
wuſtice andquiernes, and aſſurance foreuer; and 
my people {hall dwell in tabernacles of peace, 
and in ſure dwellings, and infafe reſtingplaces. 
Avoice cricth in the wilde Ines, prepare ye the 
way of the Lord ; make ſtraizhr in the deſerta 
path forour God : : eucry valley {hallbeexaked, 
and cucry mountaine and bill {hall be brought 
low, and the crooked {hall be ſtraight, and the 


rough places plaine: the glory of God ſhall be | 


reucaled, 
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reuealed, Behold, faith the Lord, I will giue to 1142.2 
Ierufalem one that ſhall bring good tidings; be- 
hold my ſeruant, faiththe Lord, I will tay vpon 
him ; mine ele, in whom my ſoule delighteth: I 
haue pur my ſpirit vpon him; he ſhall bring forth 
wdgementto the Genriles; he ſhall not cry nor N 
lift vp, nor cauſe his voice to be heard in the 
ſtreet: a bruiſed reed ſhal he not break; the ſmo- 
king flaxe ſhall he not quench ; he ſhall bring 
foorth iudgementintruth,and the Ifles ſhall wait 
for his law . Theſe places aflured the Lords re- 
demprion vnto all the world, as inthe ſame chap- 
ter. Letthemgiue glory vntothe Lord, andde- 
clare hispraiſe inthe If)ands: which whole chap- 
rer,bicauſe it ſo ſtrongly cocerneththis work, let 
the reader apply it to thisplace. Ihaucheld my 
peace along time, faith the Lord, and refrained 
my ſelte cuen a thouſand yeeres; by the which apoc.zc.7, 
ſpace ſatan was bound. Andnowl will cry,faith 
the Lord, and make mountaines and hils waſte, 
and dry vp their herbs. Who will belecuc our re- 16i.gz. | 
ports, orto whomisthe arme of the Lord reuca- 

Icd? His annointing is propheſied here likewiſe; 
The ſpirit of the Lordis vpon me, therfore the 16i.6:. 
Lord 
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Lord hath annointed me ; he hath ſent me to 
preach good tidingsto the poor; to binde ypthe 


broken harted; topreach liberty tothe capriues; 
and to them that are bound the opening of the 


priſon,&c, Whata woondertull delight had this 


prophet fromtimeto time to ſer before the cies 
ofthe people the comming of their ſauior,leſus ? 

eathe whole world was too little to withdraw 
bim from the confidence that hee had already 
conceiued of his redemption to come. This 
therfore I thought notamiſle tolay downe, con- 
cerning the prophers confidence, the rather to 
ſtrengthen the weake harted, and to ſtay ſuch as 
ſhould be falling. Forit the prophet by theey of 
faith could aſſure ſaluation inuninent tothe be- 
lecuers of the people: how much ratherthenis 
itto berequired, that we by the help of our ſen(i- 
ble vnderſtanding ſhould not faile of that faith, 
For haue not ourears heard Chriſts own words? 
Haue not our cies-ſeen the manifeſtation of him 
inthe fleſh > Who hath norheard of his works 
thathe did onthe carth2 Who harh notheard of 
his birth? And thathe was carried into Egypt? 
Haue we not heard that he was baptized inIor- 

| dan? 
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dan? Have we not heard of his faſting, preaching wath,, 


and the diucls tempring of him? Haue we nor 


heard of his woondrous cures ? Haue we not Mats. 


heard how he made Apoſtles to preach ? Haue 


we nor heard of the teeding of fiue thouſand Matt.ro. 


men withrhree loaues and two fiſhes ?and many 
other miracles which he did? Yea ſurely: we haue 
heard of his paſſion, his deſcenſion,and aſcenſion 
alſo; and yer is all this too little ro enable our 
weake ſpirits to faith, except with Didymus we 
feel, or with Nicodemus enter into the wombe 
againe: our wickednes is ſo great, that through 
fanh we can imagine no aflured faluation for vs 
in our God: wherupon ſuddenly we fay withthe 


foole ; Tuſh there is no God. But wo tothemthart 61.14. 


ſay totheir maker, Thoumadeſt me not.Shallthe 
veſlell fay tothe potter, Thoudidfſt not faſhion 
me,or mak= meexcellent, or why didſt thou not 
make me honorable, as ſom otherof thy work- 
manfhip? Surelythe veſlell that inquirerh thus, 
ſhall be daſhtand brokenin a thouſand pieces. Is 


the work better than the workman ? or whence 


wasthe creation of man ? Openye cuerlaſting P(al..4 


doores,andtheking of glory thall comin. Now: 
| ſeeing 


Math.1.16. 


» AQs.16.37. 
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ſceing we haue all heard of this Ieſus, rhe ſonne 
of Godour redeemer, our cuerlaſting quietnes 
and reſt : let vs all ſtudy to be rich in the true 
knowledge of him, and therby, only to receiue 
the moſt olorious comfort of this world, Firſtto 
know afſuredly,thathe,the fame that was promi- 
ſed, came according to the fulnes of rime,for the 
Ghemdon of mankinde. Bicauſe he being God, 
begotten of his ſather before all worlds, Nackie 
man by his father borne in the world, whomthe 
world was not woorthy of. He became flethto 
free and faue vs from our {12s, and clenſe vs from 
our wickednes : totranſlate our corrupt nature 
intoincorruption: our mortall ſeed intoimmor- 
rality : and to conclude, our vile and vaſtable 
fleſh,intomoſtpure and ſteddy ſpirit, to laſt with 


him for ever andcuer, Amen. This Teſus isnot 


the fauiour of the ſpirit and ſoule after this life | 
' only: butthe preſeruer and defender of all that 


verily truſtinhim, from dangerous miſchances, 
or euill fortunesin this world alſo whatſocuer : 
asisto benotedinthe cxample ofthe Tailor, firſt 


the miraculous meanes of Paul and Silas, their 
deliuerance outof bands, whenthe doores flew 
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open, and their fetters were looſed; then Paules 
aduiſing of the Tailor, faying, Do thy ſelfe no 
harmme,we are all heer; and laitly,by the admo- 
nition of Paul and Stlas to faluation, withing him 
2 tobelceucinthe Lord Teſus Chriſt, and both he 

* andhishouſeſhould be faued : wherupon both 
* heandhishouſewere baptized our of hand, and 
2} wereſaued, Forourowne ſakes | thoughtitnor 
| amiſle, to lay downe the ſtrong faith of this fo 
! ſoon-conuerted lailor; before, as it were, a meer 
|  ſtrangerto chriſtianity, toincite vs to amore tte- 
 dyconuerſationinour owne profeſſion: likewiſe 

the faith of the Centurionis to benored, by our Mas, 
ſauiours approbation,faying; Notin I{racl haue 
I found the like faith. So the faith of rhe two blind 

| mentharcricdinceflantly, Sonne of Dauid haue Maths. 
*F mercyypon vs: whocuen as Chriſt badthem, 
belecued his power, and recciued their ſight. 
With many other like places 1n ſcripture to tor- 
tify our weak faith, rocxtinguiſh infidelity, and 
rootout Atheiſme throughout the whole body 
of all Chriſtian churches. Wherforelet vs ſay, 
It 1s Ieſus that we follow; hets our maſter, we 
fearnot: and notmiſtruſtar euerylinle rempeſt 
E 1 : of 
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of this world when the wicked riſe vp againſt vs, 


' imagining vaine things. Peter failed of faith at 


the beginning of the wind, wherby he beganto 
ſink ; but then that the Lords faluation might 
ſcemmore manifeſt,he cried, Lord ſaue me : and 
he paſſed fafely. Heer the Lord made the very 
floods aſufficientrock to build his church vpon: 
for through his faith he paſſed them as on the 
firm ground. Now, that Ieſus was called Chriſt 
the true Meſſiah, or annointed, whom the Lord 
annointed with the oile of gladnes aboue his 
fellowes; foreſhewed in all ages fromthe begin- 
ning of the world, vntill he came to be annointed 
the moſt holy. Neither among menisthere any 
other name giuen vnder the cope of heauen, by 
which we can beſaued: he being the end of Tu- 
biles,orioytull yeeres; the ſealing vp of all pro- 
pheſics,viſtions, miracles, and of all ceremonies: 
whom the Lord annointed with glory and ho- 
nor, and ſethim ouerthe work of his ownhands. 
The Paſchall lambe being now offered vp once 
forall. He was called the annointed, bicauſe it 
was the manner of the Iewes coronation and 


election borh of kings and prieſts; it pertained _ 
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vnto him; for he was their lawfull king apparent, 
whom,the wiſe men fromthe Eaſt viſited to wor- 
(hip ar Teruſalem, ſaying, Where is he that is Math... 
borne king of the Iewes ? Thou Bethleem art Mich.s.. 
little ro be among the thouſands of Tuda, yet out 
of thee {hall com theruler in I{racl,whoſe goings 
foorth were fromthe beginning euerlaſting, that 
istoſay,ourof the houſe of bread (hall proceed 
the bread of life, food for our ſoules vntocuer- 
| laſtinglife, Our fathers did eat Manna, anddied, 
| but whoſo eateth of this Manna ſhall liue for 
euer. Ashe wasalſo highfacrificer afterthe or- Prl.uo.4. 
derof Melchizedek, itpertained vntohim : but 
the Iewes receiued himnot as king, bicauſehe 
was Ioſephs ſonne, anda Carpenter, and came 
not like a king in white raiment, neither as a ſa- 
crificer, bicauſe he was toimitate Melchizedek 
: in his prieſthood, andnot Aaron. Neitherdid 
! their blinde harts conceiue thar the law ſhould 
! bechanged; anddreamed of none orherprieſt- 
* hoodburt Aarons, when as indeed Melchizedek 
2 wasafigureofthe true Meſliah,asinalargepro- 
2 phecy is expounded, by the prince of peace : 16;.,.s 
: for Melchizedek was king of Salem, Semand g...,.s. 
E 2 Melchizedek 
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Melchizedekare both one, whofor his vpright- 
nes might be called the king of righteouſnes, 
Malchi-zedek: and tor his antiquity wirhour fa- 
therand without mother, withour beginning or 
end of daies. His birth was vnſerchable,bicauſc 


he was born before the flood ; and his end of 


daics notſeen, bicauſe he out-liued all his owne 
poſterity of the nextage. Thertore ſaith Noah, 
Blefſed be the God of Sem, and God will per- 
ſwade Iaphethto dwellin the houſe of Sem. So 
the prieſthood of Melchizedek remainedin Sem 
that had this bleſſing of God : and he blefled 
Abraham, who paid him tithe of all. Thus much 
of Iefus, which was called Chrift, in whom we 
alſo beleeue : of whom his diſciples firſt recciued 
the cognizance of Chriſtianitie in Antiochia, 
wherethey were preſently perſecuted by Herod. 


Such Herods hauc been euer vill this day, but 
they are ſuch, whoſe darknes vanquiſherh their 7 
light. Let vs (Fur "IP be cuer gladtoſay, Ve 
hauc found the Meſſiah, whichis he Chriſt. To 2 
this end therfore God Gra his onely begorten Þ 
ſonne, thatwhofocuer belecueth in him thould 2 
notperiſh, burhaue cuerlaſting life, Heiristhat © 
declarcth Þ 
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declareth God; forhe is in the boſom of his fa- tob.r.:s. 
ther : for this Chriſtis ſenta ſawiourto the belee- 
uers,of ſaluation; buttothe vnbelecuersa ſpee- 
dy iudge of condemnation, which ſhall be thus; 
they ſawthe light, and being aſhamed of their ill 
works, hid themſ{c]uesindarknes, themother of g,, . . 
all errors and vntruthes :' for truth loueth the 
light, and the lightdoth glorify it. H1s oxLy 
SONNE. Thisis my welbeloued ſonneinwhom yy, .,. 
I am well pleaſed; thisis the head corner ſtone p,,.s... 
thatioineth togither the building of Iapheth and 
Sem. The father loueththe ſonne,and hath giuen 1,4, ;.;;. 
all things into his hands, He thatbelecuerhinthe 
ſonne hath euerlaſting lite : and out of his belly 1c6n.7.38. 
ſhall guſh floods of liuing waters : but he that ******i5: 
obeicth not the ſonne, thall nor ſee lite, and the 
wrath of God abidethin him: this 1s the well of !19h1.4.24. 
waters ſpringing vp vnto eternalllife, that who- 
ſocuerdrinkeththerot, ſhould nor thirſt againe. 

Now, to wit. what the thing is that we worlhip, 
and bele2uein: Iristhe only fonne of God, be- 
gotten of his father before all worlds ſpiritually : 
tor God is ſpirit, andro be worſhipped in ſpirit 


andtiruth. And as the Iewes belecued thar this 
Meſhah 
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Meſſiah the ſon of God ſhould com, ſo we muſt 
know and beleeue, thathe is com : they refuſed 
himinthe fleſh,and we may notplead 16NoR a- 
MvS in ſpirit : letour ſpirits then be guided with 
knowledge, otherwiſe our belect is no belecf ; 
. forno creditcan be giuento an vncertainhope, 
toko.c.29, WWherfore,lervs ſearchthe {criptures;forinthem 

wethinketo hauecternalllife, andit isthey that © 
reſtific of him :; otherwiſe, but a tew by ignorance | 
Rem.rs.4, Canbeexcuſcd, bicauſe theſe things are written | 
for our learning and zdification, Asthe father 
raiſeth vp from death and quickeneth; ſothe ſon 
alſo quickeneth whom he will. Andthe father 
iudgeth not, but referreth all iudgement to his 
ſonne ; bicauſe all ſhould honor the ſonne as the 
father: and they that honor not the ſonne asthe 
father, honoreth notthe father that ſenthim, So 
whoſocuer-heareth his word, and belecueth in 
him that ſenthim, ſhall not com vato condemna- 
AY tion, buthathpaſled from deathto life : for as the F 
| father hath life inhimſelfe, ſo hath the ſonne. To y 
belecue cannot be to ſeek honor one of ano- i 
ther, butof Godalone, and his fon Teſus Chriſt: 
Ezed17.5. for when Moſes ſtrokethe rock, ſecking honor 
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of the children of Iſrael, ſaying, Hear now ye re- 
bels, ſhall we bring you water our of therock ? 


Herefor not{an&ifiengthe Lordin thepreſence 


of the [{raclites, and for honoring themſeluesin 
the Lords miracle, both Moſes and Aaron were 
cut off fromthe hope they hadto ſee theland of 
promiſe. If Moſes being a faithtull leader of the 
Lords owne hoſt, and an approoued ſeruant of 


the mighty God Ichoua, fell by diſobedience 


into arrogancy, ſeeking his owne honor more #947: 


than Gods,and was fo ſcuerely puniſhed: ohthat 
men would but think, how feartul a ſentence that 
was, by which he was depriued of forty yeeres 
hope,and the fauour of ſo long trauel,which was 
ſo ſore in the wildernes. How much more terri- 
ble ſhall our judgement be, it any way we de- 
cline, or fall away from a ſincere and perfe& be- 
leef,which we haue had in God the father, and his 
ſonne Ieſus Chriſt ; or if we belecue not the 
word that teſtifieth of him, and through which 
we ſee him daily > Moſes had but a meer hope 
of things to come, which things we haue feen 
through faith: and we are ſtrongly to abide ther- 
in, giuing all honor to the ſonne asto the father, 


In 


lohn.6.37. 


lohn.10.20. 


lohn.1 1126, 


Nomb.21.9. 
lohn.3.14- 


Pſal.15. 
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in whom we belecue, & by whom we liue & haue 
our being. This only ſonne of God leſus Chriſt 
isthe bread of life, the true ſabaorh or reſt, the 
very top andend of Lubiles: let vs ſtudy toenter 
intothis reſt. His meatisto doe his fathers will ; 
and letour ſuſtenance be, to follow him and doe 
his will: and let vs not labor only for the meat 
thatperttheth, burforthe meart that duretheuer- 


laſtingly, whichthe ſonne of man{hall giue vato 
vs: forhimhath God the father ſealed : and the 


work of God isto belecue in him whom he ſent. 


(his ſonne.) This is the rock that followed the 
hoſt,and the rock wherupon the Lord hath foun- 
ded his church : this 1s Gods rock, and the rock 
of the All-ſufficient : he and the father is one. And 
whoſocuer liucth and belecueth in him ſhallne- 
uer dy : he ſhall gather togither into one the chil- 
drenof God,fromall corners of the earth,by his 
dearh and paſſion, He is the ſonne of God that 
taketh away the finnes of the world : this is he 
that was to be lifted vp, and exalted aboue all 
heauens, Lord who belecucth ourreport, and 
vnto whom is thine arme reucaled ? And Lord 


who ſhall dwell inthy tabernacle, and reſt vpon 


thy 
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thy holy hill? Euenhe thatleadethan vncorrupt 
life, and doth the thing thar is right. Forthis is the 
vine, and hisfatheris the husbandman ; and the 
branch that beareth not fruitin him, he cutteth 
off: and cuery onethar bearcth truit,he purgerh, 

thatitmay bring foorth more, So muſt we abide 
in him, and he in vs : tor as the branch cannot 
beare fruit, exceptit be inthe vine ; no more can 
we except we abide and dwell in him. Let vs ther- 
fore, pray for thepeace whichis inhim; forthe 
peace of [cus Chriſtthe ſonne of God, is grea- 


terthan the afflictions of the whole world. Letvs 
be of good comfort, he hath already conquered loko.rs.rz, 
the world : and letvs kifle the fon leaſthe be an- va!,z. 


gry, and ſo we perith cuerlaſtingly ; for it his 
wrath be kindled' yea bur alittle, Vleſſed are all 
they that pur their wholetruſt and confidencein 
him: forthe father hathpurallthings in ſubicti- 


on vnder his feet; and giuen himthe vemoſt parts p;,, .. 


of the carth for his poſſeſſion. Ovrx Lox. 
He is the ſoueraigne Lord of the whole carth, 
and inſpireth the harts of kings and princes, ac- 
cording to his wiſedome : hee aduaunceth the 


FOrans (4/ putteth downthe mighty from their 
F 1 ſeat: 


Pſal.7. 


Pſal.$. 


| | Plal.110, 


8 
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ſeat: hefilleththe hungry with good things, and 
the rich he (endeth empty away.Heis the faithful 
ſteward, that giucth his fathers people meat in 
due ſeaſon : he blefſeth allthem that call vpon 
himinhis fathers name. T hisis the welbeloued 
Salomon, theprince of wiſedom, whoſe daugh- 
ters goings are beutifull; the joints of her thighes 
like iewels ; the work of a cunning man: her na- 
ucll as a round cup full of liquor; her belly as an 
heap of wheat, compaſled abour with lillies; her 
breſts as two yong roſcs that are twins; her neck 
as atower of [uory; her cies as the fiſh-pooles in 
Heſhbon, by the gate of Bath-Rhabbim ; her 
noſe as the tower of Lebanon, that looketh to- 
ward Damaſcus ; her head as ſcarlet, and her 
haire as purple, Heis the ſpirituall Salomon; his 
faire daughter, the Church : whichalſo is com- 
pared to a vineyard, that bringeth foorth fruit, 
cuen a thouſand folde, Heis the Lord thatthe 
prophet Dauid ſpake of, and whoſe victory he 
torcfaw, ſaying, The Lord faid vnto my Lord, fit 
thou on my righthand, all Imakethineenimies 
thy footſtoole. This is the horn of our aluation, 
in whom our fathers truſted, and were counted 


wult, 
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iuſt, as itis manifeſt inthe epiſtle tothe Hebrues, Hebras. 
where, a whole chapter is ſpent in reciting their 


faith : the learning wherof I refertorhe diligence 


of the reader, ſecing it is a full record of allthe 
ancient fathers belect. This is the Lord of al man- 
kind; forhe hath purchaſed vs all by the offering 
vp of his body, and ſheading of his blood, to 
free vs from theſe links of ſinne, wherin we are 
intangled through Adam: And therfore he hath 
now full power to ſay, Comye bleſled of my fa- quay. 
ther, and inheriteucrlaſting life: orgo ye curſed 
into vtter darknes, where {hall be weeping and 
enaſhing of teeth. Andas we were then bound 
with the chaines of ſinne growing in ourcarnall 
bodies,ftirring vs vpto dothe will ofthe fleſh: ſo 
are we at this day (bcingridout of thoſe bands 


| by the death and paſſion of our Lord ) bound 


likewiſe to himin ſpirit, to ſerueand obey himas 
obedient feruants, looking for no reward by de- 
fert ; but byhis meer fauour and mercy inheri- 
rance with him of life eternal. T herfore 1s he Lord 
oucr kingdoms and nations, and there is no 
higher power thanthat which the father hath gi- 
uenhim: Heisthe holy onethatdwelleth inthe 

| F 2 praiſes 


Pſal.18, 


Math.1, 
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praiſes of I{rael,in whom our fathers truſted, and 
were dcliuered : his thertore is the kingdome, 
power,and glory for euerand cuer, Amen. Helis 
the Lord of hoſts,that now fighteth for the houſe 
of Iſrael; whoſe fight letvs manfully vndertake, 
commending our weake forces to his might; 
prote&ion : forheis a ſure rock of defence in all 
his waies, WHicH 'waAS CONCEIVED BY 
THE HOLY GHOST, BORN OF THE VIR- 
cine Mary, This eſpecially doth confirme 
our belect in ChriſtTeſus his only ſonne; inthar, 
he was conceiued by the holy Ghoſt. All ſpiritu- 
all conception 1s from God the father of ſpirit 
and life, whoſe works are all miracles in our 
clecreſt ſight ; but this comprehenſion of our 
ſauiour was meer]y ſpirituall : therfore he truly 
deſcended from God the father offpirit : for be- 
fore they camtogither, ſhe was found with child, 
and that which was conceived in her was of rhe 


holy Ghoſt. Bctore the morning ſprang, Meſſiah 


had the dew of his birth, and betore the womb of © 


his mother was made,he was knowen: who hath 
been, is, and{hall be all one withthefather; the 


ſame, whoſe yeercs endure foreuer, although 


the 
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the heauens paſſe and waxe old, asdothagar- 
ment. Heis Michael the Archangel ofthe coue- 
nant, high ſacrificerof the heauenly Ierufalem, 
; and he that buried Moſes, viing the words of Te- 
$ houa, The Lord rebuke thee fathan, Here rhe $ude. 
Papiſts are ſeen extremely doting, when they 
make the virgine Mary the queen of heauen,and 
the ſpeciall means by whoſe praters and aduoca- 
tion, they attaine to ſaluation; as1t of neceſſity 
there muſt be both king and queen: which abſurd 
concluſions might, by Homers diuinity, be ſuff- 
ciently reproued and corrected, when he faith; 
br cafes morteg)1cr, & xieer@& ig, Which istofay, A Howl 
gouerniment of many is nor, good; letthere be 
one king. Which words,although he ſpoke them 
notdiuinely, yet our experience telleth vs, that 
it was skiltully aduiſed concerning a Common- 
wealth, In ſaying thus, they abrogate the power 
of Chriſt, and his authority in heauen, and make 
the Trinity imperfect in vnity of Godhead, the 
perſons nothauing equal relation eachro other : 
they giue vnto Mary that which pertaineth vnto 
Chriſt; all one with God, conceiuedby the holy 
Ghoſt of his father, Wherforc itis hethat::cmai- 

neth 
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neth ſtill our King, our Iudge, and Sacrificer, 
whoſe kingdom is infinit, whoſe iudgement is 
irreuocable, and his prieſthood hath none end, 
Saint lohn faith; If any man ſinne,we haue an ad- 
uocate with the father, Ieſus Chriſtthe iuſt, and 
heis the propitiation for ourfinnes. Butin that 
he was born of the virgine Mary,he wasa fle{hly 
body,to ſtand for the redemprion of all fleſh;yea 
of his owne mother, whom he reproued ofigno- 
rance, when the faid: Why haſt thou dealtthus 
withthy father and me?we haue ſoughtthee with 
heauy harts.He anſwered; How is itthat ye haue 
ſought me, know you not that I muſt goabout 
my fathers buſines 2 but rhey vnderſtood nor. 
Whichſheweth, rhatſhe was of the earth earth- 
ly ; andnow flceperh(nodoubr)with herfathers, 
waiting for a glorious reſurrection of an immor- 
tall body, by the interceſſion of her owne Teſus, 
to whomall power is giuen bothin heauen and 
earth, as it is faid : Blefled is the fruit of thy 
womb, for thou haſt brought foorrh the ſauiour 
of our foules; therrue Emanuel, God-with-vs. 
Forhecameinfleſhtotake away the ſinne of the 


fleſh ; andis alſoinſpiritto continue with althem 
| that 
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that belecuc in him, for euermore. Neithermay 
we imagine any other wight in heauen orearth 
woorthy to be belecued in,befides thethreeper- 
ſons in vnity; foras the ſonne is aduocate with 
the father, and the father and fonne all one : fo 
the holy Ghott being of them both,conueicth vs 
vnto them by an aſſured faith, thatwe may be 
with Emanuel, which is God with vs for cuer. He 
was called Emanuel long before by thepropher 
Ifat ; A virgine ſhall conceiue a ſonne, and the 
{hall call his name Emanuel. SvrrtrED vx- 
DER PonTivs PILATE, WAS CRVCIFI- 
ED, DEAD AND BVRIED. The prophet Da- 


uid ſpake of this his paſſion, ſaying, Dogshaue pal...:6. 


compaſled me, andthe afſembly of the wicked 
haue incloſed me: they pierced 'my hands and 
my feer. He ſubmitted himſfelte'ro the handsof 
Pontius Pilate ; for he knew hts hower was euen 
then com, and that his kingdom was not of this 


world ; otherwiſe, as he faith, his ſoldiers would 14n.1s, 


haue fought, and norhad ſuffered himto bede- 
liucredintothe hands of men. Seeing thenhis 
time was com, in which all things ſhould be ful- 


filled, according to his fathers will, he befought 
| of 


lohn.17. 


Pſal.119, 


lohn.13 27. 
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of his father, the cup, to wit, of bitteranguiſh, 
mightpaſſe fromhim : and lifting vp his ciesto 
heauen,ſaid;Father,the hower is com,glorify thy 
ſonne,thatthy ſonne may glorify thee, When he 
wasto be betraicd by the child of perdition Iu- 
das, and knew it ; how great was his patience, 
when as he reprooued him not, bur told him; 
Wharthou docſt,doquickly. Pontius Pilate was 
a Roman, vnder whoſe hands Chriſt ſuffered : 
ſhewing, thatasthe Romances had alwaics perſe- 
cuted the lowe Ierufalem, the true Church on 
earth; (o,thatthe Lord {hould juſtly continue his 
wrathinthem; and thar they might remaine in a 


; perperuall curſe: they alſo perſecuted him whom 


the world was not woorthy of, the high Ieruſa- 
lem, the ſpirituall Church, Vvhich example of 
cruell tyranny hath euer ſince beene found in 
them, and thallbedoubtleſfſe euento their owne 
deſtruction. Butthey will fay, Pilate was com- 
manded to crucify him againe and againe,and he 
excuſed him, not guilty; true : wherfore Pilate 
was ſo much the more guilty of his death, bi- 
cauſe he could find no faultin him. For whenthe 
power to looſe one was in him, and not inthe 
lewes, 
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Tewes, as he ſaid to him, Knowelt thou not that[ !-ho.19.0. 


hauc power to crucify thee, and power to looſe 
thee:&to them, he had tried Chriſt to be guiltles; 
yet willing to deſerue the applaule of the Iewes, 
and the fauor of Czfar, cleane againſt his owne 
conſcience, to his vtter condemnation todeath, 


he looſed Barrabas a notable murtherer, and aas.14. 


executed that moſt iuſt king of peace and righte- 
ouſnestocuerlaſting lite. Itis like this manner of 
cruelty will not belett among the Romans, vntill 
a finall deſolation (the end of affliction) come 
vpon them, according to the prophecy of Ba- 


laam. Ships ſhall come from the coaſts, Kittim Nonb.z4.24. 


Lordofltaly or Romania,and ſubdue Aſhur,and 
vanquiſh Heber; and he (to ſay) tharKitrim ſhall 
come to deſtruction : a moſt plaine prophecy 
not yetſufficiently nored for our defence againſt 
them. By Aſhurare meantall the Babylonians, 
Medes,Perfians, and Aſſyrians his poſterity. So 
vnder Heberis ſignified all his poſterity the He- 
brues, and conſequently the Iewes, of whom 
Chriſt roſe a naturall branch. So from timeto 
time their policy hath been to ere an earthly 
monarch, by daily perſecutions of the Church, 
G 1 againſt 
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againſt their own fpirituall conſciences : and by a 
catholike perſecution ofthe church,to exalt their 
catholike tyranny in ſteed of rhe Church. Nei- 
thercan | ſee them iultly called Catholiks, ex- 
cept for the vniforme maſlaker of true Chriſti- 
ans. Now therfore leaſt we ſhould miſtake this 
Chriſt by ignorance of his death: our beleet is a 
conſonant ſpeech moſt diuinely compoſed for 
our vnderſtanding, that we may as well percciuc 
the certainty of his paſſion,as of his incarnation: 
wherfore it is neceſſarily mentioned in our be- 
leef: his conception, his incarnation,his paſſion, 
the manner of his paſſion, and the end therof. 
Touching his conception and incarnation, [ 
haue before ſpoken : touching the certainty of 
his paſſion, his very enimics conteſle, thar ſuch a 
Chriſt came according to the prophets, and ſuf- 
fered : for their chronicles and ancient monu- 
meats oftime ſay noleſſe. xotwithſtanding they 
wiltully miſtook him, and abandoned him for a 
falſe Chriſt. That Pilate was a Roman, the Ro- 
mans themſelues contefle, and that he had ſuch 
an ofhice,they donor deny;and thatſucha Chriſt 
at the ſame very time ſuffered vnder his hands: 


for 


improper concerning our Chriſtian faith: andit 
is moſt euident, that if any of theſe words had 


been omitted,or for breuity ſake,notpenned: of 


neceſſity they muſt had beene delivered and 
taught tor the better vnderſtanding of our be- 
leecfe. He was CRVCIFIED, This was the 


manner of death that he was put vnto by Pilate, 


the curſe of the law: for by the [ewes owne law; 


Curſed is he thathangeth onthe trae, But Chriſt Deur.21.23, 
boughtys fromthe curſe, being made a curic for 6alz.1z. 


vs, thatnow in the true ſeed of Abraham all na- 
tions of the carth, the ſonnes of Iaphermight be 
bleſſed by the Godof Sem, andthat Tapherand 
Sem might now dwell rogither, Nay the Icwes 
made this curſc more reprochtullin Chriſt, than 
by the law otherwiſe could be deuiſed, Forthe 
word :4w,to be faſtened tothe croſle ; far and 
very hainouſly exccedeth the word via, to be 


hanged, as Saint Paul vſethit rothe Galathians. cal.:;. 


wwudev& ti, hanged vpon atree; andaccor- 


ding to Saint Mathewes expoſition, wiuwm: by Mab.:z.40. 


G 2 theſe 
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for their owne fakes they muſt conclude, if they 
atall hope for faluation in him, HithertoI find 
norone idle word to be ſpared as frivolous or 
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theſe two commandements hang the law and 
the prophets. Butto ſhewrheir moſt outragious 
malice,they cried, crucify him,crucify him,which 
is to fay,Naile him, naile himtothetree, Neither 
canthe waſhing of Pilatshands before the peo- 
ple, make his guilrines vnguilty ; they thought 
thatthey cquld notvſc him too hardly : For they 


made accountheerby to ſee himdo many great | 


miracles, as he had done before, inſomuchthat 
they aflaiedhim withallremprations, notcon(i- 
dering that his time was finiihed, and thathe was 
toenterthe Ark of ſaluation, as anew Noah, ſa- 
uiour of the world. Neither did they regard the 
limits of his manhood, but ſcourged him, buffe- 
ted him, ſpit on him, and pierced his ſides. They 
mocked him, ſaying; Hethatdeſtroied thetem- 
ple, and builrit againe in three daies, lethim faue 
himſelf: their blindnes did not comprehend the 
temple of a ſecond Salomon, the body of Chriſt 
aſecond Adam, which thould within three daics 
be deſtroied, and built againe to ſtand for euer 
and cucr: inſt the ailtance ofold Adams natural 
yeeres from the foundation of the firſt temple: 


CXLUIC- 
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extremity of anguiſh to his ſoule, and mortall 
rorments to his body, when moſt patiently he 
crieth; EL1, EL1,,LAMMA SABACTA NI? yah, 46, 
My God, my God, why haſtthouforſakenme? p41... 
bur they vnderſtood him not; and ſoonafterhe 
gaue vp the ghoſt, * and died. And his ſoule left 
the vaile of his fle{hly body: at the conſumma- 
tion of all, the vaile of the temple rent fromthe Math7.5:. 
rop tothe bottom, ſhewingthat the high ſacrifi- :.chron.z.r4. 
ccr was not fromthencefoorthyeerly roenterin, 
tromake oblation and attonement for the ſinnes 
af the people: butthat Chriit being once offered 
vp for all, was made high facrificerfor al,toabro- 
oate all ceremoniall prieſthood of the law; and 
therfore was hecalled a highfacrificer for euer, Plal.110.4 
after the order of Melchizedek: his office was ſo ©" 
faraboue the Leuites, as Melchizedek excelled 
Aaron ; the one being only high facrificer vn- 
der the law, the other an old paterne of prieſt- 
hood before the law, whom Chriſt was to imi- 
rate: thatin the appointed time, he mightrake 
away and aboliſh the ceremonies oithelaw, and 
make reconciliation for the {ins of the people by Hcbr.a.rs 
his death: ſeeing he was fenras another Moſes a 


brief 
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| briefexpoſitor ofthe law,that they that beleeued 
notinhim, their condenination might bee iuſt. 
Deap. This word ſheweth the end of his paſſi- 
on, that it was euen vnto death ; neither might 
this word be ſpared : for he might ſuffer vnder 
Pontius Pilate, and be crucified, yer not vnto 
death: and mighthad been by the interruption 
of paſſion void of death atall. Wherforethis is 
neceſſarily added, was cRvCIFIED, DEAD, 
| Thatwecannotthink he ſuffered fanraſtically,or 
thathe ſuffered invaine: for athis expiration he 
was {aid to be dead. He died that day wherin 
Adamfell, being with vs a friday, which was the 
ewes ſaboth'euen, thathe might performe and 
finiſh to vs the long promiſed and liuely ſaboth, 
which throughthe fall of Adam we had need of. 
Amoſtfine note,that we became bound and free 
inoneday: the interruption of time being 3 960 
yeeres or therabouts. Heer we may welperceiuc 
the eternity, yeathe cuerlaſting memory of the 
Lords counſell and prouidence. What end is 
there of his wiſedom 2 Who can imagine a grea- 
ter wiſedomthanthis? which ist& ſearchthe ro- 
kens and figures of this Chriſthis moſtcertaine 


comming 
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comming. Ir is a true pathway to Gods know- 
ledge, and teacheth vs to imitate him in ſpirit and 
truth,and to ground our belect according to that 
knowledge of himnow com, Verily itis muehto 
be lamented, thattheſc things are ſo ſmoothly 
ouerpaſſed of many, and (o little regarded of 
any : by the which, the Lord had ſuch pleaſure to 
foreſhew his ſonne vnto the Iewes, now for our 
xdification : infomuch that by moſt diligent ob- 
ſcruation ofthe ſame, they haue continually pen- 
ned large volumes in the admiration of it. But 
wethinke and contend, that it is ynough to ac- 
knowledge Chriſt our redecmer, and to belecue 
in him whom the father hath ſent : we are much 
deceiued to call that ynough, which is in due re- 
ſpe& nothing. For the diuell acknowledged 
Chriſt to be the ſonne of God (whichthe Papiſts 
are alwaics ready to obic, when we argue 1uſti- 
fication by faith) but the rex ſaith, thathe confeſ- 
ſed him with trembling. Sothen, before wecan 
acknowledge him our redeemer :; we muſt of ne- 
ccflity learne, how we became bound ; and be- 
fore wecan rightly belecue in him whom the ta- 


ther hath ſent, we mult needs vnderitand ſome 
warning 
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warning of his meſſage : which moſt often and 
breefly is repeated throughout the body of the 
old Teſtament. Then muſt wetry, whether he 
came according to the fulnes of rime,wherinthe 
father promiſed to ſend him:and afterward when 
heiscome, whether his meſſage be of God or 
not,he himſelfe exhorteth vs to maketrial. Theſe 
ſcem good ground-works to build our faith vp- 
on: for asit is required in vs to beleeue, fois n 
moſt expedient forvsro know him in whom-we 
do beleeue : bicauſe it ſeparaterh vs from death 
tolife, as beforeI alleaged, For example,Chriſt 
ſaithtothetheef; This day ſhaltthou be with me 
inparadiſe: andagaine ot himſelfe; Father,into 
thine hands I commend my ſpirit. Butconcer- 
ning his body,itdicdinthe fleſh: foritwas wrap- 
ped in linnen, and laid ina tombe by Ioſeph a 
iuſtman of Arimathza and Nicodemus, accor- 
ding tothe manuer ofthe Tewes,and buried: and 
ro manifeſt that his body was dead, after the ma- 
ner of men, the women prepared ſweet odours 
and ointments,and reſtedthe Sabothday.Nico- 
demus might heer ſce a clecrer ſight of the {e- 
cond birth than he had before : neither was his 


buriall 
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buriallan illuſtonto deceiue mens fight: for the 
lewes would not be maeked, but commanded a 
watch and fure ta{tening to the doore, leaſt his 
ditciples ſhould {teal him away; keeping in mind 
the Ks that he ſpake vponthe carth : V/ithin 
threedaies [| willriſe. Thus haue | concluded his 
paſſion, the nfanner of his paſlion, and alſo his 
buriall, which was according to the law, HE 
DESCENDED INTO HELL, Heer commeth 
the article that drew me tothis whole diſcourſe : 
torthat ſaw thelearned fomthingar ods about 
it; yetſo, asall, boththe one and the other did 
firmly hold it neceflarily inſerted in our Chriſti- 
an faith, Nether wil [ rake vpon me heet ſo much 
toreconcile the learned, which diuertly allow of 
it,as todebell the valearned opinions, which ad- 
mts it not at all : holding it a ſuperfluous and 
needleſle article to be raught among Chriſtian 
tamilies. Itis ſomthing ſtrange when clownesex- 
ceedin ſophiſtry, This kind of men had rather be 
followed as Chriſts of anew church, than tollow 
Chriſtas diſciples of the true Church. It bchoo- 
ucththemtherfore, in whom remedy conliſterh, 


ſpeedily ro redrefle ſucherromious errors : leaſt 
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ſome other ſoone after ſhould deny that hee 
aſcended into heauen; Wherby a ſe of Saduces 
might ariſe amongſt vs, denying any reſurre&i- 
onatall; and ſothelarter error become greater 
than the former. Nowtherfore concerning the 
miſconſtruing of theſe words; thentouching the 
abieQion ofthem; and laſtly, howto vnderſtand 
them both in their vtmoſt force; and alſo how 
they were firſt ment in theprimitiue Church : as 
appeereth bythe indifferency of the penners of 
them. Butas concerning his deſcending or go- 
ing downe, no man (I know) will deny this word 
thathath any feeling of the aſcenſion and going 
vp: which is moſt manifeſt by SaintPauls Epiſtle 
tothe Epheſians, which reciteth thepropher Da- 
uids words mentionedin the Plalmes. T hou art 
gon-vp on high, and haſt led capriuity captiue 
thouhaſt receiuedgiftsfor men, yeacuen the re- 
bellious haſt thou led, thatthe Lord God may 
dwell there : praiſed be the Lord which ladeth vs 
daily,Selah.But Saint Paules allufionis this : that 
he aſcended, and capriucd capriuiry, and gaue 
dwelling placestomen. Now inſomuch thathe 


aſcended, faith he, what is it but that he deſcen- 
| | | ded 
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ded firſt into the lower parts of theearth 2 and he 
that went downe is he that went vp aboue al hea- 
uens,to fulfill all thingggIt therefore he had been 
ro go downeto the place of the damned, as ſome 
will; he muſt had deſcended into the loweſt part 
of the earth, as he went vp tothe higheſt heauen : 
for his depth oughtto had been anſwerable ro 
his height ; nay «a3 «ns mois 3 955, vnder all the 
earth,as he aſcended Jap avw muTioy Tov c-r&r,aboue 
all heauens, Reaſon will, thatas the Lords glory 
wherwith he glorified his ſonne, is aboue all hea- 
uens,forthey were made by him,and they are the 
work of his owne hands, and waxe old as doth a 
garment, and thall paſſe and melt away like wax: 
euenſorhe damned are to hauetheir portion be- 
low all the earth by oppoſition. Secing,as happi- 
nes and vnhappines arc extremities; {oare their 
habirations moſt extreme, and remote one from 
the other, which cannot beinplaces to be diſcer- 
ned by fleſh, except we willdeuiſe to make pur- 
gatories inthe concauities of the carth,as Papilts 
haue done, orour cies more tharp than Moſes 
cies were. Forarguments ſake then I conclude 


this,thatſecing the ſtare of the damnedis perma- 
| H 2 nent 
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nent foreuer, it is not to be changed by a ney 
creation, Forthere {hall be a new heauen and a 
new carth: ſothatthis haguen which we ſec is as 
availe betore oureies, to keepvs fromthe (ihr 
of God; whoſe face would be fo glorious, that 
we thould not be able tolook vp: for he appec- 
red in a ame ot fire, which God our faujour ma- 
kerh himſelf, v{ing lis tathers owne words,thew- 
- ing, thatiris he that {1treth onthe firy throne, this 
earth but a bartodetend vsfromthe outrage of 
the damned fpirits, which would conſume vs 
with horror, aad there were no helpefor ys. Burt 
forthe places of Gods exiitence,and ot the euer- 
laſting priſon;the diunne fcripture in no language 
hath affoorded names, except circumſtantiall or 
metaphoricall: nay,God himſclte hath forborne 
ronamerhe place ot the happy orvahappy ; and 
much lefle was man ablc to pertormir: forhene- 
uer went and came againe, Neitherin our ſight 
can any proper reſemblance be made of ir. Ther- 
forelet vs thinkeof Chriſts deſcenſion, thathe 
wenrfirſtintothe lowerparts otthe earth, which 
Saint Paul alluding Ezechicls words, mom vox 
avon prop: m2 Th writerthin theſe words, Ti 657V & WV 07; 2 
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wriln cofrer is wt wandrees wien wi ye, Which is all one 
asroſay, VWhatis it butthat he alſo deſcended 
firſt into the lower pts of the earth > Heerhe 
ſaid neither www, far vnder;for 44, far abou: 
NOT 71s 7H yas, all the carth: for mu 797 Tv ealars all 
the heauens. Butit S, Paul had meant thar he de- 
{cended to the place of the dainned ; he would 
had ſaid,;that he deſcended far vnder all the carth: 
or asthe Epiſtle of Iude mentioneth, vnder dark- 
nes, where the condemned angels are re{crued lute. ; 
1 cuerlaſting chaines, making a certain analogy | 
of his aſceni1on and deſcenſt1on. Bur Saint Paul 
was tO ſpeake oft Chriſts going downe into the 
lower parts of the carth,tovay,the bowels of the 
earth, to vanquiſhdeath, wherwith his humanity 
was impriſoned, asthe ſfonnes of Adam: and of 
his going vp aboue all the heauens, to win lite 
and poſlefle inheritance for all his choſen, Ther- | 
tore by his deſcenſion was not meant the place 
of cucrlaſting rorment, buras a man ſhould ſay, 
he went downe into the parler of the carth,to pur 
off his humanity, and put on diuinity ; to put off 
corruption, andpur on incorruprion; to put off 
mortality, and put onimmorrality : andlaitly, to 
| put 


r.Cor.15.29. 
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put off death,and cloath himſelfe with lite, to wit, 


thathe might be a body in all reſpe&s as before 
bur freed from) the bandsof the fleih, ſhew ing 
plainly the maner of our reſurrection ward. as 
itis ſaid ; Chriſtis riſen from the dead, and * 
came the firſt fruits of them that(leepe: for as by 
man came death,fo alſo by man ſhall all de made 
aliue : andasin Adamall men dy ; ſo by Chriſt 
{hall all men reuiue. Bur of his reſurrection and 
aſcenſion {hall be faid more in due place: only 


_ thisa little ro ſhew, to whartend he deſcended: 


which was to deſtroy death in his owne body, | 
that was the laſtenimy to be deſtroied, Wher- 

fore, he being no more in ſubieCtion vnto death, 
haththe only power vnder his father to deſtroy 
deathin vs quick and dead, that beleeuc, athis 
next comming : for as the reſurrection tocome 
of fleſh is of two kindes, one from lite to lite, and 
the other fromdeath to life : Behold, we ſhall not 
allfleep, bur welhall all be changed; fo Chriſt 
was to fignity in his death, the nature of both. Ir 
1s maniteſt that he roſe as they that ſhall nor 
ſleep; forhis bones and fleſh periſhed nor, nei- 


ther hadthe wormes hold on him: italſo appec- 


reth 


Saint Peters Rocke. 6? 
reth that he whs changedas they that ſleep: for 


he roſe out of the belly of the earth withinthree 
daies; cuenſolong-was TIonahinthe whales bel- 
ly. Secingthcndeath was his laſt enimy, and all 
things were put in {ubiection vnder him ſaue 
death: it is plaine,that by his death(which was the 
conquering of death) he finithed all that might 
be expected of him, for the faluation of man- 
kind. Then as the article followeth, He rose 
FROM THE DEAD, VWemuſtvnderſtand,and 
be ſure heerby, thathe came firſt downe tothe 
dead, which is to ſay, into the earththar bringeth 
foorth all things to death : as ifa man ſhould fay 
themother, orthe very ſtate of death, whichin 
Hebrue is called »w»» ſheolah,or ww» ſheol, vt T1- 
TI0,0r POSTVLATIo,thegrauealwais crauing, 
neuer ſatisfied ; according to the parable of A- 


 gur:Threethings, yea alſothe fourth will not be Prou.30.1. 


ſatisfied :the graue, the barren wombe, the earth 
with raine, andthe fire that ſaith not, it is ynough. 
Heer is declared the plain and narturall force of 
thatſame word withthe Hebrues, which we call 
hell;the graue. This ſheol borh all and ſome con- 
felſeto be the loweſt place of his deſcenſton: and 


as 


lerem.32.35. 
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as concerning the vnderſtanding ofthe Hebrue, 
in Greeke it is tran(lated%s,;, TANQVAM| AB 
OBSCVRITATE; from whence the Romans had 


ADEs, Vicdforahouſc, achurch, ora grauc; a 


place of darknes, the habitation wherot is depri- 
ued of the light of heauen.So rhar, the word Ha- 
desis a word agreeing with the other, and arc 
tranſlated ech for other, both ſignifying the ſtate 
of death, orſepulchre of the dead. The Syrians 
2088 gehenna, itſcemerh fromleremy : : And 
they builr the high places of Baal, whicharc in 
the vally of Ben- Goes, rocaule their ſonnes 
and daughters to paſle through the fire vnto 
Molech, an abhomination to the Lord, and a {in 
to "FF And againe; They haue builtthe high 
place of Topheth, whichis inthe vally of Ben- 
hinnom, to wit, Ghe-hinnom, the vally of Hin- 
nom, neer lexuflewn, the portion ot his inheri- 
tance: that they might burne their ſonnes and 
daughters inthe fire. Therfore behold the day 
comment, ſaith the Lord, thatit ſhall no more be 
called Topheth, nor Ghc-hinnom, the vally of 
Hinnom, bur Ghe-haregah, the vally of (laugh- 
ter : for they {hall bury in Topherh till there be 


no 
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noplace, I{uppoſe that our weſterne bonfires 
dotaſte of this idolatry, or art the leaſt haue re- 
mained as a relique of that ceremony vnto this 
day, whichthe Pope hath conucied heertofore 
throughoutall his dominions. Now concerning 
the {1tuation of Ghe-hinnom : Hinnom his inhe- 
ritance, it was onthe ſouth ſide of the Iebulnes, ,,;,.., 
and the ſame is Ieruſalem. This ſufhceth for To- 
pheth in the vally of Hinnom, Gehenna, The 
heathen Latines haue as far asthey could reach, 
borrowed nathes forthe like place, as EREB vs, yirgi, 
of the Greek word#:«>, T ENEBR #, CAL1GO, 
NOX, Or wE#«&», the dark night, the nightthat 
allmuſtſleep. Hzc £n1M NOX EST OMNI- Hort. 
BYVS DORMIENDA. Solikewiſc TARTARYVS 
or TARTaRa, the profundity of the carth, as 
tis ſaid, due? Te pz x ren jails, the rivers of the Heiod. 
{wift Occan, and bottom of the earth. So ST y x How,9, 
INFERNORVM PALYS, ariuer for his deadly 
and horrible coldnes fo called. Ox cvs, of the 
Greek #:#:;,Ivs1vRANDVM, anoth: forinthis 
place they vicd their exorciſmes and conturati- 
ons. AverNvs or AVERNA, alakein Cam- 
pania, dedicated to Pluto, Phlegithon a place 
| I 1 where 


De nat.,booke 
2,deorum. 


Iliad.A. 
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where the carthis ſet on fire by lightning. So Plu- 


to, whom Cicero calleth Dis, to whom all natu- 
rall and earthly force was dedicated, whom the 
Greeks cal +, andthe Syrians» Mammona, 
rich; preſuming thathe had the keepitg of all the 
riches that ſprang out of the earth, and returned 
to the carth againe : wherby they thought him 
treaſurer of hell, and Lord of Hades. Acheron 
1saplace by nature ſocnuironed with hils, tharit 
cannot be toucht with lightning. Seeing therfore 
all their fained circumſtances ſo aptly agree with 
Hades, let vslearne with Homer to vnderſtand 
the word Hades aright, where he faith ; 124: 5 
flips Lu;cze didi aegin44r, peaking of Achilles, that 
his fury ſentmany valiant ſoules to Hades,as we 
lay totheir laſt home: itis moſtlike he thought 
of none other torment. Now concerning the 
Chriſtian Latmes, and ſuch languages as agree 
inthe very words: they lay, DESCENDIT AD 
INFEROS, which 1s all one: with Saint Paules 
words,he deſccuded tothem beneath inthe low- 
erparts ofthe earth, to witthe dead, from whence 
he wasto riſe with victory : though the Papiſts 


by this word would haucthat ſignified, which no 


authority 
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authority will, but their owne naked opinions, 
& 47, AD INFEROS, into purgatory : wherin 
methinks they orolly erre, ſceing the ſcripture 
maketh mention of no other puniſhment after 
this life for ſin, thanthe ſecond death, the harueſt 
of all fleſh, when Chriſt ſhall ſit in judgement 


vpon his firy throne to diuide the goats from the 


' ſheep, laying; Come ye bleſſed of my father,and 


inherit cuerlaſting life : :andtotheſinners; Goye 
curſed into everlaſting darknes, where {hall be 
weeping and gnalhing of teeth, & «/f is a con- 
ſtruction ſomthing ſtrange ro Grecians that vn- 
derſtand notthe word ar withit, asif we ſhould 
ſay, intothe houſe of the graue, confirming my 
former words. Butthe Papiſts will obieR;, whi- 
therelſe ſhould he deſcend being once buried, 
butto the damned? which1 admita queſtion,and 
for anſwer refer them to $S.Paules words, which 
are alredy recited. Whar is it,butthat he deſcen- 
ded firſtinto the lower parts ot the carth?Thathe 
deſcended (therfore) they confeſſe, and to what 
place he wear, this place (I know)willvery eftec- 
rually prooue vnto them ; how that he was buri- 


edalſoit is moſttrue, as before: is ſhewed: ther- 
I 2 fore 
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fore he was buricd,and alſo deſcended: for Saint 
Paul meaneth, thar his deſcenſ1onis all one with 
his buriall : taking the occaſion of ſpeech from 
his aſcenſion, Wherby it ſecmcrh,that ſome pen. 
ners of this Creede haue ſtuck vponthis article, 
fearing leaſt this word, Hell, ſhould bring them 
into an error;beyond al authority of ſcripture: & 
(while they grauntir to be the place of the dam- 


ned) they durſt not admit this article at all, but 


thathe was buried, and roſe againthe dvrd day. 
Neither did they " how wel the one or the 
other might ſuffice, both being rightly vnder- 
ſtood. Butthe forme that we moſt vſe is, he was 
buricd and deſcended into hell; where itispen- 
ned as two articles, cing indeed butone ; which 
isrofay,ftmpletruth, in thathe was buried; and 
Saint Paules argument of the manner, when he 
faith, He deſcended, &c. Now indeedthis word 
Hell is vied throughoutthe whole nation of the 
Gothes, to wit, inthe countries Sueuia, Germa- 
nia,zand Saxonia,thatis,Inſula Britannica. For as 
far as the Gothes inlarged theirterritories, their 
language remained ſill i in force + therfore in 


Swedland they ſay he wentdowne to Heluet; in - 


Germany 
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Germany to Helle; in our Engliſh, which isto 
ſay,old Saxoniſh Hell. Now concerning the ori- 
ginall deriuation of the word according to the 
letter : it is plainly ſhewed in deriſion of the 
king of Babylon atter his death, by theſe words; 


wo 2 92 on n4z2 8 How artthou fallen from hea- 14.14.12. 


uen,O hellel, the ſonne of the morning, whichis 
roſay Luciter, For, as the Painims worſhipped 
the ſunne as a God, while he ſhined in his moſt 
glorious height :{o likewiſe in his abſence they 
abhorred him; ſuppoſing that in his declination 
he vilirgd them in the earth. And the heathen 
peopleart thisday thathaue not yerknown God, 
{till obſerue the ſame kind of wor{thip.Fro hence 
Ir commeth, thatthe word is ſo diſputable with 
vs, Though the Painims were ignorant of the 
ſunnes courſe,yetthey were notignorant of their 
owne Janguage:for they reſeruedthis word from 
- Wai,rill their owne chriſtianity; ſothar when they 
had tound another God, they made this their 
Hell,to wit, Lucifer as before. Burſecing we ber- 
ter know the courſe of the ſunne, we muſt of ne- 
ceflity hold it to be the graue; withour any fur- 
ther arguments of places that were neuer heard 


of. 


1.Tim.6.24. 
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of, Therfore mark the reſolution of the ſpeech, 
HE wAS DEAD AND BVRIED, AND DE- 
SCENDED INTO HELL, Now inſomuch as 
he was buried, heroſe again; inthathe was dead, 
he roſe from the dead : infomuch as hee went 
downe into Hell, to wit, the ſecret place of thc 
dead, to put off death and toputon life: he went 
vp to heauen the cuerlaſting ſeat of life; and 
dwelling place of zrcrnity . And as with the 
Aſtronomers, there is reckoned among other 
ſpheres, that which they call C oe vm me v- 
REVM, OT IGNEVM, a firy throne aboue all 
ſpheres, the lightthatnone can attaine vnto : ſo 
would neceſſity graunrthe place of the damned 
ſoulesto be in oppoſition far vnder all ſpheres: 
forno zternity can continue in changeable bo- 
dies, whetherthey be heauenly orcarthly: bur 
to prooue thatthis word cannot ſignify cuerla- 
ſting puniſhment, and that our ſauiour deſcended 
mo no corruption, thus I argue. All perfect 
meancs of ſaluation was foretold by the ſpirit of 
God to the Iewes, that they who belecucd or 
muſtruſted,might iuſtly be ſaued or condemned: 
Butall that waspropheſicd, was but of his paſli- 
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on, buriall, and reſurreQion ; therfore was his 
paſſion, buriall, and reſurrection the perfe& 
meanes of ſaluarion : ſeeing he himſelfe was per- 
fect long betore; for he had his perfection from 
his faikler euer before all worlds. And the pro- 


pher Dauid faith; Thou wilt not leauc my ſoule P7116. 


in hell;nor ſufter hy holy oneto fee corruption: 
that his body ſhould neither corrupt norperiſh 
inthe graue, ſo pure was he, that he eſcaped the 
ſnares of death. Now we are not only to define 
the word, bur alſo to ſcarch the authority therof, 
which muſt be in the (cripture, and not el{where. 
Inthe Bible is found no one word that can ſ1gni- 
fy the ſtate of the happy or vnhappy : thertore 
this word, Hell,is notmeantthe ſtate ofthe dam- 
ned,nor any other corruption than the grauc, or 
the ſtate of death. Neither is it dangerouſly pen- 
ned or vſed, as ſome late vpſtartvnlearned haue 
_ thought: contending;hati 'toughtnotto be ſaid 
aspart of our Chriſtian faith; hich obieion 
abougys ſufficiently anſwercd. Indeed Chriſt ne- 
uer ſhewed any farther article of faith, than thar 


he ſhould ſuffer many things of the ders: and Math.a6.21, 


of the high prieſts aud ſcribes arleruſalem, and | 
be 
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be ſlaine, and riſe againe the third day : this was 
all that he added to the perteCtion of the church, 
which he promiſed cuen thento build vpon Pe- 
ters faith; whichmyſtery Peter vnderſtood not; 
wherfore he became an offence: ſothathe be- 
ganinfpirit, andendedin the fleth, If any other 
article had needed, Chriſt would in this place 
haue added it for the perfection of his church, 
which he had promiſed to build : butall thathe 
added,was inthe words before recited; therfore 
in theſe words confiſteth the perteion of the 
church,the members of Chriſt, whichis the rock 
and foundation therof. For had not the Iewes 
had a perfe& warning of redemption 10 come, 
through the Meſſiah fauiour of the world, and 
- the full meanes therof, and of all thathe was to 
perform forthe faluation of mankind: how could 
they take notice of their redemprion, or beiuſtly 
condemned for misbeleet 2 for they that liued 
intherime of Chriſts humanity,wereto ſee that 
which thcirfathers hoped tor, tfthen wewill fur- 
ther know what oughtrhe ſubſtance of our faith 
tobe? Tanſwerina word; Our faith oughtro be 
the harueſt of our fathers hope : ſothat we be- 


lecue 
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lecuethatye haue received that which they ho- 
pedfor: ſothrough one taithin one leſus, they 
and we are both faucd. Who ſhall declare his ai,gz.s. 
age? for he was cutout off heland ofthe liuing, 
Heer my purpoſe was to ſhew, that this article 
might ſafely be vcd, without aduizage .o che Pa- 
piſts,or offence to ſuch as | before meant. Ther- 
fore as we now ſee wich our eies, and belecue 
that leſus the wue Chriſt came and finithed his 
pilgrimage heer onearth, being the only begot- 
ten ſoune of God, conceiued by the holy Ghoſt, 
born of the virgine Mary, cruciticd according to 
the prophets:{0, what he was to do,he himſelt de- 
clared ro the fa hers in ſpiric, infomuchthatthey 
alſo ſaw their faluation by thecie of faich, which 
they had in the ſame Melhah, the firſt born ofthe colotras. 
dead, and ofal things to haue the preheminence. 
| He is the reconciliation of all the world : and 
euenas his father ſpred the heauens, and ador- 
ned them, and created the earth and ea, with all 
the implements; ſoisthe ſonne commaunder of 
all, and the beginning and end of all things are 
in his hand : he is made iudge of all flelh, com- 


ming as it were in the meane time to reconcile 
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the limits, andto conſtraine all nations to wor- 
ſhip him : He was madcall one with the father, 
the beginning of the world, and the lalt end muſt 
ply vnto him, from whom al ſentence of ioy cter- 
nall,or perpetuall miſery ihall proceed; andto 
this ead he preached in ſpirit long before he was 
incarnated. The Lord ſaid; And my ſpirit thalnot 
alwaies ſtriue with fleſh : and his daies {hall be 
an hundred and twenty yeeres, # & 9 ris & 1a 
md mid wiputer, anreihionc mTe, G72 amas £49% 0 £75 1 10 
$47 pap: $9ids En Iukeors Nos, namendoatebiems nie, WHICH Is 
to ſay ; By which alſo he went and preachcd to 
the ſpirits inpriſon, which were ſomtime diſobe- 
dient, whenthe long ſuffering of God waited 
in the daies of Noah, while the ark was in ma- 
king. Yourfather Abraham reioicedto ſec my 
daic, andhe fawir and was glad. Suppoſe, ſaith 
Perer,thatthe long ſuffering ofthe Lord is ſalua- 
tion; cuen fo our brother Paul, according to the 
wiſdom giuen to him, wrote vnto you; Docſt 
thou the ſame,and thinkeſt to eſcape iudgement, 
and defpiſeſt thou the riches of his bountifulnes 
and patience, and long ſufferance, notknowing 
thatthe bountifulnes of God leadeth to repen- 


— 
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tance ? Wherfore as by one man finne entred 
nto the world, and death by fiane, fo death 
went Ouer all men : for vnto the time of the law 
was {innc in the world, bur ſinne is not imputed 
while there 1s no law. T he law tower hundred and 
thirty yeeres after the promiſe, cannordiſanull 
the coucnant. God gaue the promiſe to Abra- 
ham, but death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
even on them alſo that ſinned, nor after the ma- 
ner of Adams tranſgreſſion, which was asaft- 
pure ofthe ſecond Adam.Secing then before the 
awall men were deadin (inne withoutany hope 
ofiuſtifcation to erernall life : it wasmoſt need- 
full that the Gofpell ſhould be preached vnto 
them. Wheruponit ſeemcth Sainr Peter conti- 
nueth his ſpeech of preaching: ro this end was 


the Goſpell preached alſo rothe dead, that they 


might be condemned according to men inthe 
fleſh, but might liuc according to Godinthe ſpi- 
it, Now this is plaine, that whoſo were vnder 
the law, were condemned by the law according 
tothe flelh. By this all men vnderthe law were 
ludged by the law. Burſeeing the dead were be- 


fore the law (howbeit many righteous men, to 
| K 2 whom 
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whomthe promiſe was giuen, were tuſtified by 

faith) they were notto be judged or condemned 

by the law, butby the ſpirit of Chriſt thatprea- 

ched vntothem, while they were in the priſon of 
death, that they might beare truitinthe reſurrec- 
tion alſo: otherwiſe ſhould they be born without 
adoption in Chriſt arall, like asthe cloudes are 
congealed and melt againe to nothing : or asthe 
wind paſleth through theaire, and no mar: mar- 
kethit : ſo without law or grace ſhould zhcy pe- 

rijh withour conſcience, which the Atheiſts now 
adaies would ſoon graunt. Purtheir iudgemcat 
long agois notfar off, and their condemnation 
Nleepeth not. They are wels without water, and 
clouds cariedabourt witha tempeſt, to Mon the 
black darknes is reſerued for ener. Now if we 

doubt, rhat Chriſt did preach inthe ſpirit before 
he cameinthe fleſh : let vs conſider the Epiſtle of 
Saint Tude, where is ſaid rouching blaſpheming 
of authority; Yet Michaelthe Archangel(Chriſt) 
when he ſtroue againſtrhe diuell aboutthe body 
of Moſes, durſtnot blame him with curſed ſpea- 
king,butfaid; The Lordrebuke thee. Mark i 

this Michael was a cheef Angell, yeamorethan 
an 
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an Angell,asthe Reuelation ſheweth alſo; There agecaz.s, 


was a bartell in heauen, Michael and his Angels 
fought againſtthe Dragon; and the Dragon and 
his angels tought, burthey preuailed nor, neither 
was theirplace found any more in heauen, And 
the great Dragonthat old ſerpent called the Di- 
uell and fatan, which deceiucth all the world : he 
was,cuencaſt intothe earth, and hisangels were 


caſtour with him. Heer Chriſtthe ſeed ofthe wo- 


man bruſed the ſerpents head. This Michaelis 


the man-child that was borne to rule all nations ecl..g. 


with a rod of iron, and breakthcmin peeceslike 
a potters veſſell. Diuers times 1s this Michael ſpi- 
ritually mentioned through tae old and new Te- 


ſtament ; Lo, Michael a cheet prince holpe me : Dan.r0.rz. 
and here isnone thar holdeth with me, but Mi- Panao.zs, » 
chael yourprince.Inthatday ſhall Michael ftand Dan. 


vp, the greatprince, which.ſtandeth forthe chil- 
drenof thy people. Andinthe ſameplace; Lo 
michael one of the cheefprinces camrto help me, 
Wherfore iris to too ablurd for vs tothink, that 
aking hauing baniſhed an offender for puniſh- 
ment, into a moſt deſolate place of the world, to 
remaine there forcuer; would himſelfe go after 


ro. 
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ro obteine greater power ouer him, For what 
greater ſubieion can there be, than for euer, 


yeaforeucr and eucrto abide a (lauith vaflall in 


all ſeruitude, horror,& trembling? Thertore ſup- 


poſe notthat the Holy one ſaw other corruption, 


than in fleſh; for he droue the prince of darknes 
into a corner, where the ſink of all corruption is. 
Now what perſe&tionhe could draw out of this 
ſink,that he himſelf had curſed ; letthe conſcien- 
ces of allmentry and iudge, and be warned with 
Peter, that they dehle not the things that the 
Lord hath purified, and that they cleaue notfo 
faſt ro corruption, as to peruert the Lords waies, 
and beſottheir own vnderſtanding. Concerning 
the word, Hell,itis written; Behold a pale horſe, 
and his name that ſate on him was Death, and 
Hell followed after him; and power was giuento 
them ouer the fourth part of the earth,to kill with 
ſword and with hunger, with death, and withthe 
beaſts of the earth. Heer we ſee chat our expolt- 
tors plainly take Hel for the graue,thatis alwaies 
woontto follow after death. So whenthe day of 
the Lord ſhall come, by which the heauens being 


onhre hall be diſfolucd, and the elements ſhall 


melr 
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melt away with heat : and a new heauen and a 

new earth eſtabliſhed, wherin dwelleth righte- 
ouſnes : andthe firſt heauen and the firſt earth Fo: 
paſſed away : and when the Lord ſhall creat new 
heauens and a new e arth, and the former not re- 
membred. For,faiththe Lord,as the new heauens 1ni.cs.r9, 
and the new earth, which I will make,ſhall remain 
before me; ſo {hall your ſeed and your name 19a. 
continue,and from moneth ro moneth,and from 
ſabaothto ſabaoth thall all fleſh come to worſhip 
before me, ſauhthe Lord, and they ſhall go forth 

and Ibdke vpon the carketl of men that haue «, 
tranſgreſled; ; for their worm ſhall nordy,neither 

ſhall their fire be quenched, and they ſhall be an 
abhorring vnto all fleſh. This 15 *% miſerable 
condition of the wicked ones, the ſecond death, 

the lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone : ar Apoc.2.8. 
the opening of the books, &the reſurrection of 

all fleſh, whichis ro ſay, whenrhe fea, death and 

Hell ſhall giue vp their dead, whichare in them ; Apocae.r. 
and they ſhall bee indged according to their 
works : then both death and Hell, which haue all 

this while had power ouer fleſh, tocutir off from 
inheritance of this lite,throughthe curſe ; (hall at 


the 
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the laſt reſurre&ion be vanquiſhed to all fleſh, 
andcaſtintothe burning lake by our Lord & fa- 
uiour Teſus Chriſt our torerunner. In this world 
{hall the curſed endure his damnation, and the 
happy ſhall feel his bleflednes. Hetharliucthin 
this world an hundred yceres, {halldy a yoong 
man; neither ſhall any be called a child of yeers: 
buthe that buildeth in this world ſhall inhabit, 
and they that plant vineyards ſhall cat of the 
fruit ; neither ſhall they plant, and another ear: 
bur they ſhalinioy the works of their own hands, 
and (hall not be made to labour in vaine, and 
bring foorth in fear : forthey arc the ſeed of the 
bleſſed of the Lord,and their buds with them. Yet 
conceraing his deſcenſion remaiacth this one 
thing,he made his graue with the wicked, & with 
the uchin his death, though he had done no wic- 
kednes, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 
Now in that it isfaid, hemade hima graue; he 
choſe him a place in the earth, whereinto he 
vouchſated to deſcend and be buried for our 
faluation: though many wicked and rich men lay 
as glorious as he, whom the cell of the earth was 


'Danazz, farvnworthy to comcine, Where the many that 
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{leep ſhall awake toeuerlaſting life, and ſome to 
ſhame andperpetuallcontempt. Againe,thathe. 
was buried,and deſcended alſo into hell,read the 
ancient Chriſtian meaning of the word (Hell) 
inthe example of the richman written by Luke 
the Euangeliſt, tranſlated into Saxoniſh many 
yeeres ago, which ſaith thus; þapeapS pe pelega year 
and pzp on Pell bebypzed. which 1s now as much as to 
ſay, Andthe rich mandied and was buriedin hel. 
Hhould think it very abſurd therfore fartherto 
vrge any comment or expolition for the word, 
Hell :-ſecing (no doubt) theſe expoſitors of the 
Golpels,ſufficiently vnderſtood whatthey ſaidin 
their owne language. Nay, whoſoeuer will nor 
yeeld vnro {oplainateſtimony of truth,the mark 
of controuerlie : he may be thought linle zea- 
Jous, yea obſtinate inhis own profeſſion. Now 
of ſuch as would haue Hell ty be inthe earth,and 
to meane the place of the damned, and would 


proouec it by the word, Gulf, that was berweene 1.16.16. 


Abraham and the rich man : the worde in the 
Greek originall is 2-4 HIATVS, FISSVRA, a 
gap or cliffe, as Virgilciteththe word properly 
foorthof Homer, wii we: %$2ve7 idpin bv, TELLVS 
L'T IMA 
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IMA DEHISCAT, Letthecarthcleaue, But we 
ynderſtand the word, Gulf, a concaue and a de- 
uouring place, which is hardly argued by the cir- 
cumſtance following ; ſeeing 2ethe: and v2ne7r 
ſignify neither vp nor downe, but paſſing ouer as 
it were from {hore roſhore, as TRANSCENDE- 
RE and TRANSRIMARE,agrecing with the pro- 
phers words before recited, they thall go foorth 
and look vponthe carcaſes of mcn,&c. And be- 
ſide, Saint Tohnproucth a further puniſhmentto | 
inſue after death and hell, which is toſay,rhe bur- 

ning lake, Letvs abſtcine thertore, farther toin- 
quire of theplaces, whichthe Lord hath ſhut vp 
from vs and our ynderſtanding, For faith the 
Lord; Behold,the manis becomas one of vs, to 
know good andcuill, And now leaſthe pur forth 
his hand, andtake alſo of the tree of life, and cat 
and liue for cuer;therfore the Lord God ſent him 
foorth from the garden of Eden, totill the earth, 
whence he was taken. And the Lord hath ſer Che- 
rubims,andthe blade ofa ſword ſhaking,to keep 
the way of the tree of life. Heer we ſee that the 
icalous God excluded Adam out of the garden, 
leaſt he ſhould attainto ſee the ſtate of the erer- 


nall, 


Saint Peters Rofke. 83 ; 


nall. Wherfore the plaine and open thingsare 

| forvsand our children ro- obſcrue and do: bur 

the ſecret and hidden things pertaine vato God 

only, The prophet lonah was a moſt excellent 

figure of our ſauiour, ita man dodiligently mark 

bus prophetic. Firſt,his name ſignifieth a doue in +xing:4.1s, 
the Hebrue voice, in the likenes wherof Ieſus 
receiued the ſpirit of his father from heauen,wher 

he himſelf confeſleth, that he ſaw the heauens Mat.z.rs. 
open, and the ſpirit of God deſcending like a 
doue,and lighting vpon him, the true turtle doue, pa1.,4.cs. 
whoſe ſoule the beaſt had neuer power of, Ionah 

his meſlage was topreach; fo Chriſt : Ionah wil- 

lingly ſuffered ({hipwrack, for the ſatety of the lona.l.12, 
ſhipand mariners; Chriſt willingly indured the 

curſe for the ſaluation of the earth, and the inha- 

© bitantstherof: Tonah was in the belly of the filh 
threedaies and three nights; ſo long was the ſon 

of man tobe inthe belly of the earth: Ionahde- 
ſcendedinto the belly of hell; for faithhe,I cried 

in mine affliction vnto the Lord, and he hcard 

me; out of the belly of helcried [,and thou hear- 
deſtmy voice. Which hel is heernothing elſe but 

the vale of death, andextreme miſt of darknes, 
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wherinto our ſauiour alſo deſcended for the 
fame ſpace. lonaharoſe and went to Niniuehto 
finiſh hismeſlage of preaching;Chrilt aroſe like- 
wiſe, and aſcended into heauen, ro conſummare - 
all his fathers will, atter he had once yeelded vp 
his ſpirit into his hands, and had deſtroied the 
temple of his body, and built it againe inthree 
daics. lonah had pity onthe gourd, for which he 
hadnor labourcd, neithermade it grow, which 
came vp in a night, and perithedin a night : {o 
dealeth Chriſt wk his adopted members, 

king pity cuen of the meere fruits "7:5 out 
whoſe beginning andend is notro be diſcerned 
of men : tor they abide not the light that truth 
loueth. THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN. 
He walked the path of life, cuento the preſence 
of his father, the fulnes of ioy ; at whoſe right 
hand are pleaſures forcuermore : which path he 
hath alſo ſhewed to vs his followers, whoſe fle{h 
yerdothreitinhope. Lervstherfore(perceiuing 
the mortalny ot our vaile)cuen for his ſake ſtriue 
to enter into that path, hownarrow or. ſtraight 
ſocuer it ſcemeth; the crooked and hard waies 
are  palled with care and teartocterinallioy ; bur 
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the wide and eaſe waies in this life leade to de- 
ſtruction, and pull vs haſtily ro condemnation 
and cuerlaſting woe inthe world tocome. Our 
ſaujour Chriſt by his power which he receiued 
of his fatherin heauen, could deſtroy the temple 
and binld iragaineinthree daies, as he faid ; De- 1ctnaay. 
{troy this remple(pointing at his body)and I will 
build it in three daies. Whichisa very fine and 
perfect expolttion of the rock, where he faith; 
Thou art Perer, and vponthis rock (poinringro 
himſelf) I will build my Church : burthe blind 
lewes vnder{tood notof whattemple he ſpake, 
albeit he had calleditſo; neither willthe Papiſts 
vnderſtand of what rock he (pake, albcit irwas 
his vame long before. His power was ſo infinite, 
notonly in framing to himſelte a new body, "Ik Math.z7, 
romany other that leptinthe duſt of the earth, vs.:. 
ſuch was his will to manifeſt his attracue power 
to all fleſh, that hopeth forthe reſurrection inthe 
world rocom:when the time of recreation of all 
fleſh ſhall appeer. .Wherfore ſtay our ſteps con- Pll.r7. 
rinually, O Lord, intheſe thy paths, that our feet 
flidenor, anddeliuer vs fromthe hands of ſuch 
as hauc Rcic portiohin this lite, Concerning his 


reſur- 
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reſurreQion Saiat Paul teſtifieth at large, how 
thathe died forour finns according to the (crip- 
tures,and that he was buried,and roſe againe the 
third day, and that he was ſeen of Cephas, then 
ofthe rwelue; after thathe was ſeen ofmore than 
fue hundred brethren at once; of whom many 
at that.rime remained as a confirmation of his 
reſtimony,the reſt being aſleep. After thathe was 
{cen of Iames, andthen of all the Apoſtles, and 
laſt of all, of him, Which chapter intreatthe dili- 
gentreader toturnto, bicauſeit wholy concer- 
neth this article: For it prooueth the reftirretion 
ofthe dead, and thar Chriſt is already riſen; then 
thatwe all ſhall riſe, and the manner how, Wher- 
as forme to make a new frame of the ſameteyts, 
adding nothing but forme ro my purpoſe, were 
meer arrogancy, or rather, as Saint Paul faith, 
«90/2, and might ſeem vnto the reader as the 
hony of one bee, in compariſon of a wholc field 
of ſweet flowers. In many otherplaces,where the _ 
whol Pfalm,chapter or book cocerneththe mar- 

ter in handling, Trefer the reader tothe ancien- 
teltteſtimoniestherof,whetherit be ofprophers, 
Euangeliſts, or Apoſtles, which were the neereſt 
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recorders of that time. FRoM THE DEaD, 
Whichis to ſay, themthartfleep, for whom Saint 
Paul willeth vs notto lament, as others that are 
clean without hope: for faith he, as we belecue 
that(our)leſusdicd and roſe againe;{o(our)God 
through leſus will bring againe thoſe that ſleep 
with him; for the Lord thall come downe from 
heauen _ a ſhowr andthe voice of the Arch- :.Thers.r3. 
angel, and with the trumpet of God, and thoſe 

that be dead ſhall riſe firſt, and then thoſe which 
remaine aliue ſhall be carried vp with them in 
cloudes to mecrthe Lord inthe aire; and fo ſhall 

weall be with the Lord, Alo he taught his diſci- 
ples,thathe thould riſe againethe third day :and Mar.;. 
afterI am riſen I will go into Galle before you, 1ucy.:s. 
His aſcenſion inthis place is little to be ſpoken 

of, bicauſe by his defcenſion ir hath ſufficiently 
appcered by the contrary argument : yet thus 
much he teſtiheth,laying; V/ hither gOYOUcatt jho.x.24, 
not (inthe fleſh) come. Inmy fathers houſe are 

many manſions: if there were not I would de- 

clare vato you. Igotopreparea place for you. 

Let not your harts be troubled, ye belceuc in 


God,bclecuc alſo inme. Though T g9t0 prepare 
a 


Iohn.14. 


lJohn.20.17. 


lohn.20.22. 


AQs.1.9. 
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ou vnto my ſelte,that where Iam there may you 
alſo be : and whitherI go you know,and the way 
youknow. Forit isIthatamthe way, thetruth, 
andthe life. Nomancommethto my father bur 


by me : if yee had knowen me, you ſhould had 


. knowen my father alſo,and from hencefoorth ye 


know him,and hauc ſeen him, Morcouerhe faith 
to Mary ; Touch menor, forI amnor yet aſcen- 
dedro my father, but goto my brethren, and ſay 
trothem; I aſcend/to my father and to your ta- 


- ther; andto my Godand your God. 'Heerhe 


moſtcomfortably. becommeth brother vnto vs, 
acknowledging his father and ours to beall one, 
through his preciſe and taultlefle obſeruation of 
his fathers will. After that he had breathed vpon 
his diſciples the holy Ghoſt, and at the ſeaofTy- 
berias comforted them againe with his preſence; 
he was taken vpinacloud our of their fight; and 
while they looked ſtedfaſtly towards heauen as 
he went, two men ſtood by them in white appa- 
rell, which faid; Yemen of Galile,why ſtand yee 
gazing into heauen? This Teſus which is taken 
vp from you into heauen, ſhallſocome as you 
haue 
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haue ſeen hin go into heuen. Abraham recciued 


three Angels wichthe prefence of God: Lotre- Gen.rt... 
ceiued two Angels as meſſengers from God of cen.rg.;. 


his faluation in the abſence ot the Lord: forthe 
Lord fent them to deſtroy the city. Infuchplaces 
is the office of the Triaicy to be marked, and 


moſt diligently conlidered. Likewile, that he 


aſcended it appeereth by S. Lukes words; And Luk.z4.5r. 


itcame to paſle,thatas he blefſedthem he depar- 
ted fromthem,and was carried into heauen: into 
thatancientand eucrlaſting houſe of his father ; 
wherethe riches and treaſure of Chriſts king- 
dome lay, where neither ruſt, nor moth could 
corrupt, nor theeues break through and ſteale; 
whichisthe fartheſt height ot heaue n,and aboue 
all heauens that we can imagine, as is aboueſaid, 

Letvs not thettore be gazers, woonderers, or 
ſtrangers to:he things that ought to be moſt fa- 
miliar vnto vs. For nothing appeecreth plaine to 
them that know not God, and him whom he ſent 
our fauiour Icſus Chriſt. He $s1TTETH ar 
THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FA- 
THER ALMIGHTY. Who beingthe brightnes 


of glory, and the ingrauen forme of Gods per- 
M 1 ſon: 


Heb.r. 
Ephcſ.r, 


P{al.:1.8. 


Pſal.89. 


Pſal.118, 
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ſon : and bearing vp all things by his mighty 
word, hath by himſelte purged ourſinnes, and 
ſitteth atthe righthand of his tathers maie(ty in 
the higheſt place. Heer commethtopaſle the {pi- 
rituallpropheſie of Dauid,ſaying;T he Lord ſaid 
vnto my Lord, {it thou on my right hand till [ 
make thine enimes thy footſtoole, which is ro 
ſay,a-the righthand that rulerh all rhe wolrd:this 
isthe right hand that ſhall hnd ourthem that hate 
him:(trong is hishand,and highis his righthand. 
The right hand of the Lord hath the prehemi- 
nence; the righthand ofthe Lord bringeth migh- 
ty things topaſle. Dauid being a prophet, and 
{peaking vnro men,was to vie thephraſe of men, 


- andalfoto allude vnto the manners and power 


of men: for all the preferment that hath been 
among men, hath becn to place-authority on 
the right hand, fecing all actiuicie, worthines, 


_ proſperity, readines and facility conſiſteth inthe 


righthand ofa man. This wasthe reaſon of Da- 
uid his figuratiue ſpeech to make men vuder- 
ſtand the preheminence ofthe moſt High: wher- 
as indeed God is all ſpirit, and hath no commu- 
nion with fleth,as itis already prooucd. His right 


hand 
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handis athreatning hand tothemrhathate him: 
butit entertains them kindly that loue and wor- 
ihiphimin fpirirandtruc holines,as doers of his 
will, and obferuers of his commaundements, 

Which thing the prophet tacked nor, when he 
ſaid; LoIcom: for inthe book of life itis written 
ofmc,{hewing his ele&ion by the holy ſpirit, Yet 
why doth he lo ſtedfaſtly athrme, thatitis written 
of on &c? ſurely his owne oule told him. For 
faith he, delired todothy good wil, O'my God, vl 40. 
yeathy lawis within my hart; and1 fa y thyr ight 
hand thine armc, and thy cheertull countenance p14. 
occh and defendeth all ſuch as thou fauoreſt. 
Againe, thy right hand hath ſtaied me, and thy vc1.s. 
louing kindnes made me grow.l beheld rhe Lord 
alwaics betore me (faith he) and heis atmy right 485+ 
hand,there {hall Inotbe thaken, y this we may 
wellper rcejue the worthines of Chriſt, recejued 
by his father into thar holyplace, intro whath he 
ed a ſacrificer for {inne once for all; fo there 
15 0nNC God , one mediator betwixt God and man 
Teſus Chriſt. Whertfore lift vp your harts vato 
the Lord ;letyour ſoules be lifted vp onhigh,yea 
and fly vatoheauenas a bird wirhamoſt cheer- 

M 2 | tull 


AQs.;.1 ff 


poo, 


Pſal.18.10, 


Math.12. 


1.Pct.4.5. 
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full note, anda new ſong, praiſing God, and ſay- 
ing; Hoſanna in the higheſt, whichisto ſay,Saue 
vs,O thouthardwelleſ{tinthe moſt high. Fro 
THENCE HE SHALL COME: Euen as the 
menof Galile ſaw him go: and he ſhall comeri- 
ding vpon Cherub, and flying vponthe wings of 
the wind. Behold, he will come with his fan in his 
hand, and he will make clean his floore, and ga- 
ther his wheat into his garner : buthe will burne 
vp the chaff with vaquenchable fire, Whertore 
{hall hee come thence? To 1vDGE THE 
QV1CK AND THE DEAD. Now Gods throne 
isa fry throne, whoſe comming to judgement 
no man knoweth: who,athis comming hal bap- 
tiſe withthe holy Ghoſt and withfire, comming 
ſuddenly as atheet inthe night ; orasamailter, 
whole return the {cruant knowethnor: leaſt the 
wicked ſhould be forewarned to flee from the 
angerto come, and aduauncerhemſclues, con- 
cerning the aduantage of this lite :therfore they 
ſhall gine account to bimthar is ready toiudge 
both thequick and the dead. ludge nothing, O 
people 'ot-the earth before the time ;/vnrill the 
Lord commeth, whowill lighten things thar are 
hid 
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hid indarknes, and makethe counſels ofthe hart 
manifcit : and then {hall cucry man thatdoth(o, 


haue praiſc of God.Chriſt commanded his Apo- 


ſtles to preach, that he was ordained of Goda 
wdge of quickand dead. Saint Paul faith; T wit- 
nes before God, andthe Lord Tefus Chriſt that 
{hall come againe to judge rhe quicke andthe :.Tm.. 
dead at his appecrance and his kingdom: which 
istoſay, when his kingdome ſhall come that we 
daily pray for inthe Lords prater : in which king- 


- dom the Lord make vs partakers of his ſonnes 


inheritance, cuen as we growe in him vntothe 
houſe of the lhuing, Amen. I BELEEve 1N THE 
HOLY GHO5T. Heer againe is the firftrenor 
of our conteſſion repeated, to wit, I beleeucin, 
which ought to haucrelation wholy and ſeueral- 
ly rothethree perſons only,leaſt we make acon- 
fuſion of all; as {ome do, whichrake ir literally, 
without diſcerning the ſenſe atall; but ſaying in 
haſte, 1 belecue inthe holy Ghoſt, the holy ca- 
tholike church, the communion of ſaints, &c, 
Heerthe ſunple (cxcepthe be taught)cannor vn- 
derſtand, butthat he belecuerh inthe catholike 


church, and inthe communionot faints, &c. fo 
far 


XS 
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far foorth as in-the holy Ghoſt, or in the other 
two perſons! : but of this point anon more art 
large. Ibetceuc inthe holy Ghoſt, Why ? 1 be- 
leeue inthe father and the tonne, as is aboucſaid, 
andthe holy Ghoſt is all one with the father and 
the ſonne; tor heproceedeth both of the farher 
and the ſonne, and with thetather and the forne 
rogither i is glorihed : thertore I equally belecuc 
inthe holy Ghoſt, as inthe father orthe ſonne, 
or aSin both, Wir and{onne. For, bicauſethe 
holy Ghoſt is exempred from neither, itpertai- 
neth to cach one, andro both alike, The holy 
Ghoſt was the father and the ſonne beforethe 
world; the ſonne was the holy Ghoſt and the fa- 
inthe world; the father is the holy Ghoſt and the 
ſonne inthe world to come. The concentricall 
Father, w-Sonne, 

Holy Ghoſt, 

waoſe mighr,authority,and power ſhal be atthar 
time all one ouer them that {hal be baptized with 
rhe holy Ghoſt and with fire : for now, cuento 
day is the holy Ghoſt labouring in the harts of 
men, to win them vnto the father and the ſonne. 
Whertore harden:notyour harts as in the pro- 


uocation, 


Trinty being thus; 
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uocation, inthe day of remprationinthe wilder- 
nes. Happy fhall the wiſe virgins be, whichare 
found with oile1n their lampes, not truſting to 


borrow. mm the butic day ot all fleſh when none- 


canlend. Whertorc, good brethren, be noras 
the foolith virgins, the ſleeping diſciples, the 
Nuggith ſeruants, or as the buſtte Martha: but 
haue care tochooſc the better things during the 
time of the fleſh, thatthe holy choft may find a 
Teſting place inyour ſoules,to bring y ou to cuer- 


la ting life. Then (hal itbe faid; The blind receiue Mathti.s. 


theirfight :, the haulr go, the lepers are clenſed, 
the deat hearghe lead are raifed yp,and the poor 


recciue the goſpell Take heed, watchand pray, wer 14.8. 


, 


tealt ye enter intotempration : ;Take heed, w atch Manr;.33, 


and pray, forveknownot whenthetime is, For 


/ 


Chriſt faith; 1 will pray the father, and he ſhall iobn.r4a6, 


give you another comforter, that he may abide 
with you for cuer, the ſpirirof truth whonr the 


world cannor recciue, bicauſe it feeth himnor, 


nor knoweth him; but ye know him :ior he dw wy 
leth withyou,and ſhall bein you. I will notleaue 
-0ucomfortleſle, I will cometo you: yera little 
while andthe world ſhall ſee me no more but ye 


(hall 


#* 


lohn.rs. 26, 


lohn.16:7. 
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ſhallſee me: bicauſe I liue,ye ſhall liue alſo. And 
inthe fame place following; Chriſt faith; Theſe 


things haue I ſpokenvntoyou being preſent with 
you, burthe comforter whichis the holy Ghoſt, 
whom the farher will ſend in my name, he ſhall 
reach you all things, and bring all things vnto 
your remembrance which I hauetold you; and 
ſo foorth ro the endof the chapter. Andinthe 
nextchapter; But whenthe comforter hall com, 
whoml will ſend vnto you fromthe farher, cucn 
the ſpirit which proceedeth ofthe father : he ſhall 
teſtifie of me, and ye ſhall be witneſles alſo; bi- 
cauſe ye haue been with me fromthe beginning. 
And againe Chriſt ſaith ; Itellyourruth, itis ex- 
pedient for you that I go'away : forit I go nor 
away, the comforter willnot com vnto you ; bur 
if [ depart, L will ſend him vnto you : and when he 
is come, he will reproouec rhe world of finne, of 
righteouſnes,and ofiudgement; of (inne,bicauſe 
they belecue notinme; ofrighteouſnes, bicauſe 
Igotothe father,and ye ſhall ſee me nomore ; of 
iudgement, bicaule the prince : of the world is 
iudged. I haue yet many thingsto ſay vnto you, 
but ye cannot hearthem now, howbcit when he 

is 


_ applied the Lords words ſpoken by the prophet 


- 
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is come whichis the ſpirit of truth, which will lead lf-TD F 
youinto all truth: for he thall not ſpeake of him- Mi 
ſelte, bur whatſocuer he thall hear, thatthall he 
ſpeak; and he {hall ſhew youthe things to come: | '* 
he thall glorify me; for he ſhall recciuc of mine, 4 
and thall giue it voto you. - Tothis place may be | "i 


* 
ee rs ma 


loel ; I will powre out my ſpirit ypon all fleſh, b<lz:s. 
your ſonnes and your daughters ihall propheſy, 
your old men {hall dreame dreames, and your 
yoong men ſhall ſee viſtons : andallo vyponthe 
ſcruants,and vponthe maidens in thoſe daics wib 
I powre my ſpirit. Whoſoeuer thertore {hall call 
vpon the Lord with a contrite hart, dooing the 
works of the ſpirit, and not of the fleth; he thall 
beſaued. For in mount Sion and in Icruſalem 
{hall be deliuerance, as the Lord hath ſaid, andin 
the remnant whomthe Lord thall call. The holy 
choſt is a diuers gift vntorthe choſen; roſomthe 
gift of propheſie; to ſome the interpretation of 
ro0ngs: as Saint Paule faith rouching ſpintuall 
gifts; Brethren, I would nothaue you ignorant, ; cor.s. 
wherfore I declare vnto you, thatno man ſpea- 


king by the ſpirit of Godcalleth leſus execrable: | 
N 1 alſo, 


AQs.2.3. 


AQs 19.6, 


98 Saint Peters Rocke. 


alſo,no man canfay tharIeſusisthe Lord, but by 
the holy choſt. Nowthere are diuerlity of gitts, 
burtthe ſame ſpirit : and there are diverſity ot ad- 
miniftrations, butrhe ſame Lord : and there are 
diverſity of operations, bur God isthe ſame,and 
workethallin all. Now the maniteſtation of me 
ſpirit is giueneuery man to profit withall: forto 
one is giuen bythe fpiri, the word of wildome 
ro another the word of knowledge, by the ſame 
ſpirit ; and to another the operations of great 
works,and to another prophefie, andto another 
the diſcerning of ſpirits, and to another the di- 
ueriity ofroongs, andto another the interpreta- 
tion of toangs. Now all thele arethe body of 
Chriſt, and members feruing to ſcuerall vics in 
the church of God,as ſome for apoſtles,fome for 
prophets, fome for tcachers, ſome to do mira- 
cles,ſome tor healers, ſome for helpers, ſome for 
gouernors,fome torlinguiſts,and ſome for inter- 
prerers. This gitt ighteth onthe choſenin many 
Jhapes : it came vpon the fonne of man in the 
likenes of a doue; itcame vpon the Apoſtles in 
theformof clouen toongs like firezt came vpon 
ciſciples at Epheſus, that neuer before heard of 

the 
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the holy Ghoſt, by Pauls laying hands onthem. 
How the faithfull may be aflured of this gift, let 
them read the eightchapter of the Epiſtle rothe 
Romans, concerning the hope, patience, and 
proſperity of this gitt, which will ſomething caſe 
the tediouſnes of this treatiſe, T herfore,kind rea- 
der, take ir in woorththat I ſo often ſend thee to 
the ſpring itſelfe, forthe water that is moſt ſweet 
andfreſh ; the carriage nor far, andthe burden 
calle : albeit, I willnot omittolay downe inthis 
place the fruits of the fleſh, and the fruits of the 
ſpirit : for they rebell ech one againſtthe other, 
& the operations of both are contrary, Forthe 
works of the fleſh are adultery, fornication, vn- 615.19. 
cleannes, wantonnes,idolatry,witchcraft,hatred, 
debare,emulations, wrath,corentions, ſeditions, 
hereſics, enuic, murther, drunkennes, gluttony, 
and ſuch like ; whichthings whoſocuer doth ex- 
erciſe, he {hall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Burthe fruit of the ſpiritis loue, toy,peace, long- 
{uffering, gentlenes, goodnes, faith, meeknes, 
and temperancy, againſt which there is nolaw, 
Thus much I thought good heer tomention,that 


ye may hauc inthis Enchiridion as it were amar- 
N 2 _ riners 


c 


Luke, 9.58. 


Math.13, 
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riners compasto paſle by;for as by it,we recouer 
adire&courſe againe atter many ſtormes, and at 
laſtcometo a fſateport : ſoit by the weaknes of 
the ſpirit you wendwiththe rempeſt ofthe world, 

doingthe will of the fle{h; then hauc you alſo hy 
fore your eics, the points of hope, patience, and 

proſperity, the direct courſe yntothe holy land, 
where ye ſhall arriue a::d anchormore fate than 
fowlsintheir neſts,or foxes in their holes; ycaor 
any treaſure in the depth of the earth: for all ſuch 
things intheday of judgement thall ſhewfoorih 
their owne property, andbe reucaled vntothe 
cies of the liuing : at which day thall be the har- 
ueſt, wherun:o the tares alſo are reſerued as well 
asthe wheat. Thisis the land thatis more worth 


 thanall kingdoms; heeris the plencitull fieldthar 


multiplieth ſo manitold;this is the field of hid tre- 
ſure;the pearle of greatprice;the draw-netthat 
gathereth of all kinds; the fruirfull ſenuy,and the 
ſauory leuen. The heires. of this kingdom {hall 
{hine as the ſunne : thus much concerning the 
comforter, that guideththe chofento ſaluation. 
Now touching the catholike church. If we be- 
leeuc-in the catholike church, we bringacurſe 
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vypon vs : for the church are the members of 
Chriſt their head ; not cleer trom finne, bicauſe 
the old man remaineth yetinthem: and faiththe 
prophet; Curſed is the man thattruſtethin man, 
and maketh flethhis arme, One man way haue a 
ſympathy wich another, vnrill perfection ſhall 
come by grace. Alſoif we belecue inthe catho- 
like church, weleflen che power of Godour fa- 
ther, of Chriſt our ſauiour, and of the holy ſpirit 
our comforter, towhoſe powerno perfe&ionis 
wanting : for it made vs perfectly, it ſauerh vs 
alſuredly, and moſt intirely releeuethand com- 
fortechvsdaily. Which creation, faluation, and 
conſolation, the holy catholike church fo farre- 
licth on ; as is needtull for any one member of 
the ſame : ſhould we preſume then to be made 
holy, bicavſe they are holy ? or ſaints by belee- 
uing inthe holy members of the church? or will 
we all be catholikes one by one, bicauſe we all 
make one catholike church? No,there is no fatar 
burhe whomrhefpirit fanctifierh; nor any.catho- 
kke butthe church: which is the compoinion of 
many members into one catholike and perte& 


body of Chriſtthe head; throughthe holy Ghoſt 
JI | the 


Plal.g5. 


Apoc.1.2, 


Iſsj.27.2. 


Ifaifis.z. 


I{ai.a6.1. 


1.Cor.3.11. 
Math.16, 
1,Per.2.4. 
1,Cor.10.4. 


Exod.17.6. 
Num.20.10. 


ſhall loſe (his labour.) Againe, knowyenorthat 
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the ſpouſe of the Annointed. The holy city of 


God Ierufalem came downe from heauen pre- 
pared as a bride trimmed for hir husband: I will 
ſheyy the bride the lambes wife : rcad the whole 
chapter.Concerning the new citic Ieruſalem,the 
church, holy, cathelike, or vniuerſall on carth. 
This is the vineyard of red wine, that the Lord 
hath kept ſo daintily, and watred euery moment 
leaſt any aflaile it. This haththe Lord ſer as a 
ſigne on the mountaines for all the inhabitants 
otthecarth, thatwhen he blowerh the trumper 
they might heare,yea vpon mount Sion bloweth 
he,and the moſt baſe and vile nations repaire vn- 
tohis name. This is the ſtrong ciry, whoſe bul- 
works are faluation,and in whoſe wals conſiſteth 
the whole ſtrength of Iudah. This churchhath 
none other foundation bur Chriſt, and the faith 
which we haue in him; the true rock that follow- 
edthe hoſt. Wherfore we are Gods laborershis 
husbandry, and his building. If any man lay 
other foundation rhan this, the fire ſhall try of 
what ortitis: andifany mans work abideth, he 


ſhall receiue wages; but if his work burne, he 


ye 
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yeare the temple of God, andthe ſpirit of God 
dwclleth in you? I his much hath ſhewed that f 
we are the very temple of God, founded vpon : 
Ieſus Chriſt, of whichthe holy Ghoſtis miniſter, Þ 
anddwelleihinvs. Which templeitany mande- 
ſtroy, Godthe builder will deſtroy him; for the 

temple of God is holy. More concerning this 

point, read the whole third chaprer of the firſt 

Epiſtle tothe Corinthes;this temple ofthe Lords 

was ſfanctified in old time : yea euen whet) he 

dweltinno houſe; but walked in atent or taber- :.5am.cs. 
nacle, leading his ſeruant Moſes thoughthe wil- , \ | 
dernes with the children of Irael,euen as a thep- 4 
herd leadeth his theep. Such was his tender mer- 
cy toward his poſlethon at that time, that in 
fowet hundred and fowerſcore yeeres he dwelt 
mnrens and tabernacles, ard his arke remained 
within the curtaines. Then Salomon bujke a tem- 
ple for hisname, againſt the comming of Shifoh 
thenro be femt,Icfus Chriſt, the very toundarion, 
wals,and borders of the catholike church, gathe- 
ringtogither a communion of faintsby the holy 
Ghoſt, amoſt comfortable miniſterinthe ſame. 
Therfore there is no catholike, bur the Lords 
building, 
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teſtimony now of ſixe hundred yecres old, that 
Peter was at Rome, only a new opinion of that 
church hath of late inueterated, Concerning the 
word,Rock; all rocks of faluation are ſpiritually 
taken :as David faith; The Lordis my rock and ens, 
my-redeemer. And in another place it is ſaid; 
Tzurithaddai, My rockis the all-ſuthcient: but 
this is meant of our ſauiour a rock of faluation; 
ſceing vpon ithe will build his church, atemple 
not made with hands: therfore of neceſlity muſt 
this rock be taken ſpiritually, as a reuelation of 
God from heauen to Peter of his ſonne Ieſus 
Chriſt, which was the faith of Peter, when he ſaid; 
Thou art the annointed, the ſonne of the liuing 
God. And vpon this faith will Chriſt build his 
church, ſo ſure as vpona rock neuerto be moo- 
ued:for they thattruſt inthe Lord,as mount Sion Play. 
cannot be mooued : the gates of hell ſhall nor 
preuaile againſt the building onthis rock; for the 
true faichin Chriſt ſhall continue for cuer, yea 
eucnas an cuerlaſting building, thatthe fire nei- 
ther waſtethnor conſumeth, There was no cauſe 
why Peter ſhould haue receiucd a ſpeciall ble{- 
O 1 ſig, 
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104- Saint Peters Rocke. 
building, 'which is the common paſſion of the 
members of Chriſt. And we are notro beleeucin 
the catholike church, of which our ſelues are 
members : but we belecue that we be of the ca- 
tholike church, andthat we are part of the Lords 
husbandry and building vpon his ſonne Teſus 
Chriſt the rock, euen the toundartion that was 
reucaled by God the father vnto Peter,For when 
doubt aroſe who he ſhould be,Perer confidently 
anſwered ; Thouartthat Chriſt the ſonne of the 
living God: and Ieſus an{wered and faid vnto 
him; Blefled artthou Simon the ſonne of lonah, 
for fleſh and blood hath nor reucaled this vnto 
thee, but my father whichis in heauen: and alſol 
"Tay ; Thou arr Peter, and vpon this rock will I 
build my church, and the gates of hell ſhall not 
ouercomeit, Heer mer I ſomthing concerning 
the catholike errors of the Popith church: that 
make PETROS, PETRA, PETRA Roma, and 
Roma CATHEDRA PETR1, whichinaword 
may be eafily confuted: for Peter,arthe pronun- 
tiation of the words, Thou art Peter, &c., was in 
the coaſts of Czſarea Philippi Terrarchz far 
trom Rome:neither was itcuer ſpoken ot by any 


teſtimony 
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teſtimony now of ſixe hundred yeeres old, that 
Peter was at Rome, only a new opinion of that 
church hath of late inueterared. Concerning the 
word,Rock; all rocks of faluarion are ſpiritually 


taken : as David faith; The Lord is my rock and eal.s.;. 


my -redeemer. And in another place it is faid; 
Tzuriſhaddai, My rockis the all-ſufhcient: but 
this is meant of our ſauiour a rack of faluation; 
ſceing vpon ithe will build his church, atemple 
not made with hands : therfore of neceſſity muſt 
this rock be taken ſpiritually, as a reuelation of 
God from heauen to Peter of his ſonne ITeſus 
Chriſt, which was the faith of Peter, when he ſaid; 
Thou art the annointed, the ſonne of the liuing 
God. And vpon this faith will Chriſt build his 


church, ſoſure as vpona rock neuerto be moo- 


ued:for they thattruſt in the Lord,as mount Sion Plal:y. 


catinot be mooued : the gates of hell ſhall not 
preuaile againſt the building onthis rock; for the 
true faithin Chriſt ſhall continue for euer, yea 
cuenas an cuerlaſting building, thatthe fire nei- 
ther waſteth nor conſumeth. There was no cauſe 


why Peter ſhouldhaue receiucd a ſpeciall ble(- 
O 1 lng, 
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ſing, but.in regard of his reuelation from God: 
forit is ſaid ; Happy artthou, bicauſe my father 
hath ſhewed thee this, Vpon this rock will T build 
my church,and the gates of hel hallnortpreuaile 
ouerit, and [ will giue thee the keies of the king- 
dom of heauen, and whatſocuer thou bindeſt on 
earth {hall-be bound in heauen, and whatſocuer 
thou looſeſt on earth ſhall be looſed inheauen. 
Indced Chriſt ſhewed that he himſeltc had the 
keies, when he faith very comfortably toTohn 
Fear not, Tam the firſt and the laſt : him that Iſai 
propheſied of, which am aliue and was dead, and 
beholdT liuefor euer and euer: verily I haue the 
keies both of death and hell. And in another 
place; Let him thathath cares, hear whatthe ſpi- 
ric ſaith vntothe churches,and write tothe angell 
of the churchin Philadelphia; theſe things faith 
the true and holy one,thathaththe key of Dauid, 
who openeth and no man {hutteth ; who ſhurteth 
and no man openeth. Andin the nextverſe; I 
know thy works;behold I haue giueubefore thee 
_an-'open gate, and 110 man can ſhur it, bicauſe 
thou haſt lile power, and thou haſt kept my 
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commandements,and notdenicd my name. «. The 
key of Dauid is manifeſted vato vs, whenhe 
faith; Open ye cucrlaſting doores, and the king 
of glory thallcomin. Heer was his faith as akey, 
and therfore called the key of Dauid. He forefaw 
_ the lion of the tribe of Iuda that caine of the 
root of Dauid; the lambe of God, who wasthe uy 
only in heauen and carth that could open the Wil 
book and looſe the ſcales. Heerby we ſee har 208 
Chriſt only opencth, and nomanſhutreth; and apec.s.5. [54 | 
ſhucterh and no man openeth. Iris plaine by te- | 
ſtimony of ſcripture, thatthere is bur one keyto {8 
open hcauen to mankind, and that-is Chriſtthe 7 
king of glory, who is JR and there isno es | 
other door-keeper buthe. Therfore wheras our | / 
fuiour ſaich; I will giue thee the keies of the '* 
kingdom of heauen : that istofay, the ſpirituall 
knowledge,to preach my word, whichthou didft 'F 
but new reſtific,in theſe words; Thouartthe an- We, þ 
noinred,the ſonne of the liuing God. The know- Too 
ledge heerofistothe belecuers a key ofentrance | US 
| rolife eternall: butto the wicked and reprobate | £3 # 
vnbelecuers, a key of excluſion to condemna- | its | 
O 2 tion NS; 
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OO © *ton! che od Be is the binding vpof the 
% Ban. i EE: fad as ſheaves i into the barne, and the loo- 
& 6 DOPE or vndoing of the wicked as the ſtubblero 
| be burnt in vnquenchable fire. Otherwiſe, if 
Chriſthad giuen himhis owne whole authority 
-on carth, or had made him porter of the king- 
domotf HERR doubthe himſelſeina verſe or 
7 two afteras itſecmeth, might had loſthis inh&ri- 
tance in heauen: for if Peter had'been able to 
hauediflwaded him, Chriſthad not gone tole- 
rufalem, nor ſuffered much of the high prieſts 
and dork nor beenflain, nor the thirdday riſen 
againe. Wherby1 t{cemeththar he wasas great 
anenimy to faluation as might be, when he | ſaid; 
Gonortmaſter, haue pity onthy ſelf; itthall nor 
{o com vnto hi Heer fell he fo extremely in 
faith, thathe receiued a greatcr rebuke Jorig 19n0- 
Maha623. Tance; than euer Iudas did; Getthee behind me 
ſathan(for beforeit femarh he made him a com- 
panion)thouartmine offence, thou ſauoreſt not 
of the wiſedom of God, but of the witof man: 
Iai3.14 .wherforc now I am to "a as {ai prophefied, a 
1.Perz8. rock of offence, aſtoneto ſtumble at, Burt admit 
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he had beentheiuſteſtmanthateuer was, andſo © . 
'fued varill he ſhould go'the way of the: fathers; © 


yet was not his righteouſnes-inheritance; foric 


came from God, and he could leaue nothing tO : 

his poſterity that claimeth more thanhis autho- 

rity by ſucceſſion : thus much concerning the 

catholike church Tus commMvynion or h 
®A 1Nxrs, I belccuc that thereis a communion jp 

of ſaints, andthatI my ſelte am one of the com- b 

munion, elected by the ſpirit through faith in ; i; 

Chriſt, FHE FORGIVENES OF SINNES, I | 

[ belecuc alſo that there ſhall be a forgiuenes of * 18 

ſinnes throughthe paſhionof Chriſt, as is alrea- ” 

dy thewed by his paſſion. Taz rESyRREC- 1s | 

TION OF THE DEAD, [ beleeue there (hall {6 

be a reſurrection of the dead, and thatlT hall riſe US 

againc with glory vnto life eucrlaſting.Thele laſt y ; | 
articles I handle notinthis place, bicauſe each of '#Y 

them 1s already ſcuerally prooucd in my treatiſe, 

All that remaineth is to'conclude my purpoſe, A 

which was to ſhew the nature of belecuing: thar bs | 


by the faith of his owne hart euery manis qued, 
whathe is to belecue in,the cauſe why; and laſt- 


TTY ] 


-akable comfort, thatcuery true be- 
Lis faith in God the father, God 
and God the holy Ghoſt : to 
whom be allpoweraſcribed,both 


now and euerimore, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


